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CHARACTER OF ABRAM. 
Continued. 


THE arts of oppression and war, originating in the pride and avarice 
of the heart, began soon to be practised. Nimrod, his successors and 
their associates, viewing the colonies which in different directions 
were settling themselves, as owing subordination to their parent states, 
were disposed, in case of its refusal, to resort to violence. The ty- 
rant of the times, in which Abram was at Mamre, was Chedorlaomer, 
the same, according to Mr. Shuckford, with the Assyrian Ninyas. 
He was the sovereign of Elam or Persia. Hisallics were Amraphel, 
king of Shinar, or Babylonia; Arioch, king of Elt!asar, and Tidal, 
who, though inferior probably to Chedorlaomer, had the vanity to 
style himself the king of nations. Five petty kings, all of whom had 
their empires in a single vale, for twelve years served Chedorlaomer, 
but in the thirteenth shook off the yoke. ‘These were Bera king of 
Sodom, Birshah king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Sheme- 
ber king of Zeboiim, and a fifth, who was king of Bela or Zoar, but 
whose name is not retained. With the fury of madmen, wasting the 
countries and murdering the inhabitants as they passed, Chedorlao- 
mer and his associates hastened to the vale of Siddim, a vale incon- 
venient for action, as it abounded with pits of slime or bitumen. The 
five kings, their lives depending on their vaiour, collected their forces 
and joined battle. But nothing could withstand the conquering Che 
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dorlaomer. The kings of Sodom and Gomorrah were killed on the 
spot; and all, whom the sword had not devoured, ran for safety to an 
adjacent mountain. This is the first encounter between opposite 
armies that history records. The victors plundered the vale of al] 
that was valuable, and the provisions its cities contained, and carried 
away Lot and his family captives. 

A messenger announced to Abram the affliction which had befallen 
his nephew. In a moment the shepherd is lost in the warriorg He 
arms the servants of his family, amounting to 318, becomes himself 
their captain, divides them so that several impressions at the same 
instant might be made on the triumphant army, avails himself of the 
obscurity of the night, and seizes a victory more honourable, and per- 
haps more valorous, than any the Alexanders and Cesars of the world 
can show. Chedorlaomer, and the kings that were with him, were 
slaughtered ; their confused forces were pursued to Hobah, near Da- 
mascus, a distance of 80 miles; and Lot and his property, the people, 
and the females, were conducted in safety home. When danger was 
only imaginary, Abram was a coward—but, when real, a hero. It is 
the province of fear to contract, as of generosity to evolve, the facul- 
ties of the mind. 

It was an ancient and amiable practice, when soldiers returned 
from battle, for the inhabitants of the towns and villages to present 
them with means of refreshment.* Melchizedek * brought forth 
bread and wine,” and presented to the conqueror. This was probably 
a distinguished personage in the vicinity of Sodom. He was king of 
Salem, and priest of the most high God. Anciently, the regal and 
sacerdotal offices met in the same person. Virgil says 


Rex Anius, Rex idem hominum, Phebique sacerdos. 
Anius, Apollo’s priest, and king of men. 


Hence the dwellings of the priests were called regia, or royal abodes. 
Melchizedek solemnly blessed Abram in the name of the most high 
God, the possessor of heaven and earth; and blessed Jehovah, who 
had given him the victory. He is exhibited by the author of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, as an eminent type of the Son of God; in 
that his origin is unknown ; his installation was by God himself; his 
offices were supreme and gracious; and he was without a successor. 
Melchizedek gave to Abram tithes, or the tenth of all he possessed. 
This is the first mention of the decimation of property with religious 
views. Jacob afterwards vowed to devote to God a tenth of the pos- 
sessions he should acquire in Mesopotamia. Tithes of a variety of 


* Deut. xxiii. 4. Judges viii. 5—15. 
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kinds were enjoined under the Levitical economy for the support of 
the priesthood. Not only multitudes of the Greeks and Romans, but 
almost all nations have offered tithes for sacred uses. 

The king of Sodom, perhaps the son of Bera, went out to meet 
Abram. He demanded of him the prisoners, and assigned to Abram 
the spoils. It was in these days a custom, when an oath was taken, 
to lift up the hand towards heaven, as if to ask the audience of God, 
and that he would become a witness in the solemn avowal. Of this 
there are many instances in the sacred pages.* Tothe king of Sodom, 
Abram replied, “I have lifted up my hand to the most high God, 
the possessor of heaven and earth, that I will not take from a thread 
even to a shoe-latchet ;” a proverbial expression, signifying the same 
with what he afterwards uttered—*“I will not take any thing that is 
thine,” from the thread or fillet which ties up the hair, to the string 
which binds the shoe. He was willing the confederates who accom- 
panied him should “ take their portion ;” but he would never permit 
a king of Sodom to be able to say, * I have made Abram rich.” 

The intrepidity of the patriarch seems to have been succeeded with 
melancholy apprehensions. Possibly he might fear, that new armies 
might be raised in Elam and Shinar; and that these rushing on him 
unawares, or with an energy too impetuous for him to withstand, the 
lives of himself and family might be a sacrifice to their indignation, 
The Lord perceived the misgivings of the heart of his servant. His 
«“ word came unto him in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram, I am thy 
shield, and thy exceeding great reward.”” Fear not any forces that 
can combine against thee: I am thy shield: Omnipotence must be 
defeated, before thu canst be annoyed—* I am thy exceeding great 
reward.” Thou shalt therefore suffer no final loss by the relinquish- 
ment of the offer of the king of Sodom. Thus does the Lord more 
than compensate every sacrifice made for the honour of his name: 
blessed for ever is he who finds, in Him, his defence and his inherit- 
ance. 

Large as was the promise made to Abram, that the Lord would be 
his “ shield,’ and his “ exceeding great reward,” his mind was not at 
rest while the path, which led to the fulfilment of Divine assurances 
relative to his posterity, seemed closed by insurmountable obstruc- 
tions. In former visions, only the voice of God was heard; but, in 
the present one, Abram becomes a speaker. He said, “ Lord God, 
what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless!” The Divine majesty 
allayed his anxieties, by assuring him that his heir should not be the 
son of Eliezer, his steward, as he had anticipated ; but that he should 

* Exod. vi. 8. Deut. xxxii. 40. Rev. x. 5, 6. 
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embrace a son of his own. The declaration was sufficient. Abram 
“ believed in the Lord, and it was counted to him for righteousness.” 
On his asking of God, by what sign he might know that the land of 
Canaan should become his inheritance, he received instruction to take 
an heifer of three years old, and a she-goat of three years old, and a 
ram ofthree years old, and a turtle dove, and a young pigeon. It is 
observabie, that every kind of animal, commanded under the Jewish 
ritual to be employed in sacrificing, is included in this selection, 
Abram “took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, and 
laid each piece one against another; but the birds divided he not.’’* 
Birds of prey were approaching to devour the carcasses; but the 
patriarch drove them away. At sunset Abram fell into a deep sleep; 
a “ horror of great darkness fell upon him;’’ when Jehovah assured 
him that his posterity should be afflicted in a strange land for four 
hundred years; but that afterwards the oppressing nation should be 
broken, and his seed come out from their slavery with large posses- 
sions. As to himself, he should descend to his fathers in peace, and 
‘be buried in a good old age.’””’ When the sun had gone entirely 
down, and darkness prevailed, the great Jehovah, under the appear- 
ance of a smoking furnace and a lamp of fire, passed solemnly be- 
tween the pieces of the victims; and the covenant became formally 
ratified, Some good men have employed their piety and invention in 
tracing an analogy between the circumstances of this sublime vision, 
and the subsequent history of the Hebrews, The victims of three 
years old have been thought to have reference to the three genera- 
tions which were to exist before the promised land should be possess- 
ed; while the undivided birds of wing representeg the flight of the 
fourth generation from Egyptian servitude. The descent of the car- 
nivorous birds exhibited the vulturelike rapacity of Pharaoh and his 
courticrs. The smoking furnace was a lively emblem of the sorrows 
of the children of Israel : their state in Egypt is called “ an iron fur- 
nace,’’t and “ furnace of affliction.” The lamp of fire was a signifi- 
cant symbol of their restoration. In the prophecies of Isaiah, * sal- 
yation’’ is described by the motion of a “ lamp that burneth,”’ 

The mode of confirming a covenant, adonted by Jehovah, has been 
imitated by heathen nations. The ancient Molossians, when ratifying 
treaties, cut oxen into fragments, Livy speaks of armed forces pass- 
jing between the divided head of a dog. The ingratitude and cruelty 
of Xerxes are immortalized by his conduct towards Pythius, whose 
gon he murdered after the father had offered him immense treasures ; 


* Lev. i. 15—17 
+ Isaiah xviii. 10. Ixii, J. 


{ Deut. iv, 20. 
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and murdered him merely because the old man requested that one of 
his five sons might be permitted to continue at home with him, as his 
support and consolation in the decline of life. The king,” says 
Rollin, “ was so enraged at the proposal, though so reasonable in it- 
self, that he had the eldest son killed before the eyes of his father ; 
and then causing the dead body to be cut in two, and one part to be 
placed on the right, and the other on the left, he made the whole army 
to pass between them, as if he meant to purify it by such a sacrifice.”’ 
The historian adds, “ What a monster in nature is a prince of this 
kind ! How is it possible to have any dependence upon the friendship 
of the great, or to rely upon their warmest professions and protesta- 
tions of gratitude and service !”” The Romans commonly gave sanc- 
tion to their contracts by a mortal blow on the head of a hog. The 
import of these ceremonies lay in the idea that such as violated their 
engagements, deserved to be treated as were the divided or destroyed 
victims. In the days of Nehemiah, the Jews entered in some such 
way as has been described, “ into a curse and into an oath to walk in 
God’s law.’’* 

God, by his prophet Jeremiah, threatens the men who had “ not 
performed the words of the covenant which they had made” in his 
presence, “ when they cut the calf in twain, and passed between the 
parts thereof ;” that he, in correspondence with the terms of the 
covenant, would destroy them. “TI will even give them,” said he, 
“into the hands of their enemies ;—and their dead bodies shall be 
meat unto the fowls of the heaven, and to the beasts of the earth.’’+ 
The Lord of the unfaithful servant “ shall cut him asunder.”{ The 
Divine Being, in making a covenant with Abram by sacrifice, did in 
substance say, “ Be assured, my servant, that I will rather cease to be 
God, and become the subject of torture and death, than my promise 
shall fail of execution.” 

Sarai, having no children, gave to Abram as a concubine, her 
Egyptian maid servant, whose name was Hagar. Whether it arose 
from the vexation of Sarai, or the insolence of her maid servant, or 
both, is not easy to say ; but Sarai “ dealt hardiy” with her; and Ha- 
gar deserted her service, and was found by an angel of the Lord near 
a fountain of water in a wilderness. This benevolent messenger di- 
rected her return to her mistress. He foretold that her child, whom 
he named Ishmael, should become the parent of an innumerable pos- 
terity ; and added, “ he will be a wild man ; his hand will be against 
every man, and every man’s hand against him; and he shall dwell ia 
+ Jer. xxxiv. 18—20. 


* Nehemiah x. 29. 
+ Matt. xxiv. 51. 
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the presence of his brethren.” In the original scriptures, it reads, he 
shall be “a wild ass man.” Hence some have traced a correspond. 
ence between the wild ass, as described in the book of Job, and the 
roving Arab or Ishmaelite. “ Who hath sent out the wild ass free ? 
or who hath loosed the bonds of the wild ass; whose house I have 
made the wilderness, and the barren land his dwellings? He scorneth 
the multitude ofthe city ; neither regardeth he the cry of the exact. 
or. The range of the mountains is his pasture.”” With all around 
them the Arabs are ina state of almost incessant hostility. They say, 
that God assigned their father, when driven from the family of Abra. 
ham, the wilderness for his portion; and therefore, that all they find 
in it is lawful spoil. They call robbery gaining. The usual address 
of an Arab to a solitary traveller, is, “ Undress thyself; thy aunt, my 
wife, is without a garment.” Instant death would be the consequence 
ofa refusal. Pilgrims in large bodies are often under the necessity 
of procuring their safety by submitting to exorbitant taxations. 

After the manner of their forefathers the Arabs regard their prince 
as their superior priest. The prophecy, which foretels their dwell- 
ing in the presence of their brethren, is remarkably fulfilled. Our 
rocks are too hard to be broken by thy sceptre,” was their language 
to Demetrius. They have proved too hard to be broken by the sceptre 
of any power whatsoever. Sesostris would have subdued them; but 
his arm was too feeble. The greatest conquerors of: antiquity at- 
tempted their subjugation in vain. They valued as of no moment the 
name of Cyrus; and disdained, with surrounding nations, to do homage 
to the throne of Alexander. Pompey had to retire from them with- 
out success; and the repeated efforts of the soldiery of Trajan to sub- 
due the city of the Hagarenes, was not only repelled by the inhabit- 
ants, but, it is represented, that the lightnings and thunder, whirl- 
winds and hailstorms, assisted in their defence. In the days of Ma- 
homet, they sprang into a great empire, and continued, for several 
centuries, the Saracens or robbers of the world. Since their empire 
became dissolved, they have continued to assert their independence ; 
and though the victorious Turk has enslaved adjacent countries, the 
Arab still dwells at large in the midst of his brethren, and cherishes 
a passion for 

“The mountain nymph, sweet Liberty,” 
which nothing can subdue. 

Thirteen years after the birth of Ishmael, God renewed his cove- 
nant with Abram ; at which time he changed the name Abram, which 
signifies a *“ high father,” to Abraham, “ the father of nations ;” and 
Sarai, which imported “ my princess,” to Sarah, “ the mother of na- 
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tions.” It was the pleasure of God, at this period, to make the cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, whose vices were notorious, monuments of 
his just displeasure. He communicated his purposes to Abraham ; 
who immediately poured out his pious intercessions on their behalf, 
and prevailed upon Jehovah to declare that if ten righteous men were 
found in them they should not be destroyed. But, alas! for the de- 
pravity of the people, ten could not be found. The very angels, who 
came to warn Lot and his family to fly for their lives, the inhabitants 
were eager to abuse. The sun was rising upon the earth, when, as Lot 
and his household were making their escape, “ the Lord rained upon 
Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of 
Heaven.”” Some have thought this was effected by the eruption of a 
volcano in the vicinity of the place: the lava of which ascending high 
into the atmosphere, and then falling upon the devoted cities, destroy- 
edthem. If this were the means of their overthrow, as is observed 
by Dr. Fuller, the hand of the Lord would not appear less glorious 
and awful than if the desolation had been accomplished without the 
interference of second causes. President Edwards ascribes the ca- 
tastrophe to thick flashes of lightning from heaven. 

To the patriarch Lot, the command was given “ Jook not behind 
thee.””? The precept was evidently intended for the government of his 
whole household. His wife disregarded it. She looked back, and was 
instantly converted into a pillar or statue of salt. It has been thought 
she attempted to go again tothe cities. It is worthy of remark, that 
when our Lord says, “ let him not return,” he adds, “ remember Lot’s 
wife.”’* Travellers have declared they have visited the pillar. Jo- 
sephus says “it remains to this day; and I have seen it myself :” 
but how far their testimony is entitled to credit, it is difficult to say. 
It is probable that from this story the Greeks originated a part of the 
tale of Orpheus, who, by looking back, lust his wife : 


“‘ But soon, too soon, the lover turns his eves; 
Again she falls, again she dies—she dies.” 


The remains of the awful judgement of God on these cities are 
still visible. The lake Asphaltites is seen where once they stood. 
Volney confesses that this lake contains neither animal nor vegetable 
life. No verdure is perceived on its banks; nor are fish to be found 
in its waters. The sacred writings afford an awful picture of the 
scene.t The tradition that high cities once stood where the dead 
lake is seen, is still preserved by the neighbouring inhabitants. Mr. 
Maundrell, a celebrated traveller, says, “ On the shore of this sea we 


* Luke xvii, 32. + Deut. xxix. 22—24. Hosea is. 8. 
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found a black. sort of pebble, which, being held in the flame of a can. 
dle, soon burns, and emits a smoke of intolerable smeli. The pebble 
has this quality, that it loses only of its weight, but not of its buik, by 
burning. 

After the fearful visitation we have stated, Lot, instead of returning 
to Abraham, now that his flocks and herds were destroyed, and enjoy. 
ing with him the habits of piety and virtue, resided afar off. He be. 
came the victim of intemperance, and the dishonoured father of Mo. 
ab and Ammon; from whom two distinguished nations, the Moabites 
and Ammonites, descended. 


BIBLICAL CRITICISM, 


Hes. iv. 9, 10.—Zhere remaineth, therefore, a rest to the peofile of 
God. For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from 
his own works, as God did from his. 


MODESTY dictates, that whenever we give our exposition toa 
passage, differing materially from that which has been long and some- 
what generally received as correct, such strong reasons should be of- 
fered as may induce a probable belief, that the proposed exposition 
isthe true one. Whether the subsequent considerations establish the 
views of the writer, he pretends not to decide ; to the lovers of truth 
they are submitted. 

The sense of this text rests upon the meaning of the word rest, 
LTaBBalicuos, verse 9th, and ceased, xalerauvoev, verse 10th. 

In considering the passage, we shail be under the necessity of 
taking a general view of the connexion. In this there are three 
things brought to view, concerning which commentators are gener- 
ally, if not universally agreed. 

I. The possession of the land of Canaan by the Israelites: which 
is compared toa rest, xaJeravceiw, and the failure of the rebellious Is- 
raelites from entering that rest. Heb. iii. 16—19. 

II. The danger of unbelief: this the Apostle shows from the ex- 
ample afforded in the destruction of the unbelieving Jews, and that 
even those who esteem themselves Christians, should fear, lest it might 
reign in their hearts, and they, through its influence, fail of the Aeav- 
enly rest, xa@Jaxaveiw, which he distinguishes from the res¢ in the land 
of Canaan. Heb. iv. 1, 2, 3. 5, 6, 7. 11. 

III. To guard them against confining their views to the rest of the 
sabbath, or Aoly rest, which the Israelites observed in their journey 
and in the land of Canaan; he shows, chap. iv. 3. 7. 8, that the rest 
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of which David spoke, was neither the quiet possession of the land 
of Canaan, nor enjoyment of the holy rest of the sabbath. 

On these points the views of Christians, as well as commentators, 
generally agree ; and also upon the meaning of the verses under con- 
sideration. By rest, as the English translators have rendered Lafga- 
licuos, Verse 9th, it is generally supposed the res¢ in heaven is intended. 
From this opinion the writer is compelled to dissent ; to him it ap- 
pears that the rest here spoken of, is the Christian sabbath. The 
reasons which have induced this belief are the following. 

1. The Greek word isnot the same which is rendered rest in verse 9th, 
as that which is rendered res¢ inthe connexion. It is not xaJemraveiv, 
the word which is used, chap. iii. 18. and chap. iv. 1. 3. 10, 11. which 
is rendered rest ; but the word used in verse 9th, is DaBBalicpes. 

In an appropriate use of words, the sacred writers excel all others ; 
they never unnecessarily use different terms to convey the same idea: 
unless the practical parts of the scriptures should be supposed to con- 
tain an exception. But this is a mode of writing peculiar to the sa- 
cred parts, of which the reader is aware, and can, therefore, form no 
objection to the general rule. 

2. In this connexion rest, xaJaxavowy, is used to signify the tranguil 
possession of the land of Canaan, and the state of the ransomed in 
heaven. It may be observed that the apostle carefully distinguishes 
between the rest of heaven, and the tranquil possession of the land 
of Canaan, inthe 8th verse. ‘For if Jesus (Joshua) had given them 
rest, then would he not afterwards have spoken of another day.” 
The words, xajemaueiv us, my rest, chap. iv. 3. exactly express spun, 
menoohathi, my rest, Psalm xcv. 11. to which they refer. 

This rest (in heaven) he also as carefully distinguishes from the 
rest of the sabbath, or holy rest, which had been kept upon the seyv- 
enth day, verse 4th, for he spake in a certain place of the seventh 
(day,) on this wise, and God did rest the seventh day from all his 
works. 

This distinction was just; for although nsw shabbat, signifies ¢o 
rest, yet as used Gen. ii. 2. And on the seventh day God. ended his 
work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all 
his work which he had made,” the signification was limited to the ob- 
servance of the rest, which God instituted, and sanctified by his ex- 
ample, to be observed upon the seventh day. Thus the apostle proves 
that the rest, of which David spoke, was not the observance of the 
sabbath, nor the quiet possession of the land of Canaan ; consequently, 
it was the rest of the ransomed in heaven. 

Vor. IlL—No, XVII. 2Q 
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The term is appropriate, and conveys the idea in a manner adapted 
to every capacity. If Sa@Sa7ieues, verse 9th, is used to signify the 
state (i.e. rest) of the ransomed in heaven, and has the same mean- 
ing aS xa]aravers, in the first verse, then there is another word used 
to convey the same idea, and the sacred writer has departed from the 
simplicity of the scripture style, and we are to learn his meaning by 


a comparison of terms. 


But why should he use another word, which, to say the least, in this 
connexion, according to the popular rendering, is of doubtful import? 
This objection has been anticipated by the excellent Dr. Doddridge, 
who says, “ He, the apostle,” here changes the word x«7axevais for 
LaBBalicuos, to signify its being entire and ferfect, and like a sabbath.” 
But, it may be asked, is the idea of the res¢ in heaven, as being entire 
and jierfect, rendered more striking by comparing it to a sabbath? 
Does the figure give us more elevated conceptions of the heavenly 
state? Without stopping to reason on the comparative merits of these 
two words, or deciding which represents most clearly, an idea of the 
heavenly rest, it may be observed, that if this was the design of the 
inspired writer, and he considered S2pGalicpos as conveying the idea 
in a more clear manner, we should expect, that where he afterwards 
had occasion to use a term to convey the same idea, he would use the 
same word, not only as conveying it in a more strong and impressive 
manner, but as agreeing with the nearest antecedent word to which it 
would naturally refer. And the simplicity of the scripture style is a 
strong argument in support of this belief. But this, which we should 
expect, is not the fact. A term, to signify the heavenly state, is used in 
each of the two succeeding verses; and this term is not DeBGalirpoc, 
but x«Jemaveis. This fact presents a strong objection to the supposi- 
tion that Da6Ca)ieues is used in reference to the heavenly state. But 
a still greater objection arises from the evident parallel which is drawn 
between the resting of Christ (who had entered into his rest) from 
all Ais works, and the resting of God from his special work. There 
is, evidently, a reference in the last clause of the tenth verse, where 
God is spoken of as resting from his works, to the seventh verse, 


‘where God is said to rest on the seventh day from all his works. 


From the comparison which is drawn between what Christ did 
and what God did, verse 10th, and from the use of the same verb 
xalemavueey, rest, to express what God did, verse 4th, and what Christ 
did, and what God did, (rested ) verse 10th, we are led to conclude that 
the rest of each was similar. And as the designation of a day to be 
observed as a day of holy rest, was because God at the creation rested 
upon that day from all his works, so also the resting of him who was 
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Lord of the sabbath, designated a day of holy rest. It will be ob- 
served, that we have come to this conclusion from considering the 
connexion, without resting the argument upon the meaning of the 
word Za~Balicues. This word should be translated saddath. It is de- 
rived from the verb DabCariZa, to rest on the sabbath day, to keep the 
sabbath. 

Having, as we believe, proved that 2a6a):cues should be translated 
sabbath, we now propose a translation of th€ oth and 10th verses. 

Nevertheless, there is a sabbath left to the people of God; for he 
that hath entered into his rest, he also hath rested from Ais works, as 
God (rested ) from his. 

In this translation it will be perceived that we have used the word 
rested to express the sense of xatemavezv, by the English translators 
rendered ceased. That rested is a proper sense of the verb cannot 
be disputed; the translators have rendered the same verb rest, verse 
Ath, chap. iv. See also Matt. xi. 28. & others. If this view of the 
subject be correct, it will be seen, that this passage contains one of 
the strongest proofs for the observance of the Christian sabbath in the 
sacred volume. The apostle introduces the subject in such a man- 
ner, as evidently shows that he does it to prevent his brethren from 
drawing a conclusion, that there was no longer a Aoly rest for them to 
observe. And to impress them with the importance of observing the 
day, the obligation for doing it, he places upon the same foundation, 
as the institution of the sabbath at the creation. This was sanctified, 
(set apart) by the example of Jehovah; “ And he rested on the sev- 
enth day.” So also was the sabbath, of which we are speaking, set 
apart by the example of him who is Lord of the sabbath. “For he 
that hath entered into rest, he also hath rested from all his works, aes 
God did from his.” 

Thus the obligation for the observance of a sabbath, or Aoly rest, to 
be holden on the first day of the week, under the new dispensation, 
stands upon precisely the same ground, and is sanctioned by the same 
authority, as that instituted at the creation. 

AGNOSTOS. 

We have inserted the preceding remarks at the request of an es- 
teemed correspondent, as they evince a laudable industry, and present 
an interpretation supported in the main by the learned and venerable 
Owen. But we are not convinced that St. Paul, in the passage which 
has been discussed, was speaking of the Christian sabbath, or first day 
of the week. This interpretation appears to us incorrect, because, 

1. It does not allow to an apostle the same liberty in the use of 
words that is allowed to every other sober writer. 
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2, It overlooks the fact that the Jews, as they considered eterna] 
life prefigured by the rest from toil, and by the delightful and sacred 
services of the sabbath, not unfrequently called eternal life itself a 
sabbath, or the great sabbath. See Schoettgenius in Hor. Hebr. et 
Talmud. 

3. It is contradicted by the whole scope of the passage, the sub- 
ject manifestly being the rest, the felicity, into which men are ex- 
horted to enter by believing in Jesus Christ. 

That the first day of the week is to be sacredly observed as the 
Christian sabbath, we have no doubt; and for our belief on this sub- 
ject we hope to be able, at some future period, to offer reasons more 
satisfactory thanthe argument which we are compelled tothink is found. 
ed on an erroneous, or, at least, on a doubtful exposition of Heb. iv. 9. 


2 + on 


INTERPRETATION OF 1 CORINTHIANS, XL. 10. 


For this cause ought the woman to have frower on her head, because 
of the angels. 


IN the first section of this chapter, the apostle reproves some in- 
decencies which had been practised by certain females of the Corin- 
thian church, Among the multitude of spiritual gifts which had been 
bestowed on them, it appears that a number of females had been en- 
dued with the spirit of prophecy; and that, on such occasions, they 
had prayed and exhorted in public. It appears, also, that these fe- 
males had performed these religious services with their heads unveil- 
ed, which was conceived by the orientals as contrary to the rules of 
decency. They attached great importance to the veils of women. 
The history of this part of female dress may be traced to very ancient 
date; Rebekah, when she saw Isaac in the field, “took a veil and 
covered herself.”* As the customs and manners of the orientals have 
been almost invariably the same, from age to age, modern travellers 
have assisted us in the exposition of this passage. 

There was a great variety of veils worn by the eastern ladies; but 
as the description of many of them is not necessarily connected with 
the subject, we shall omit them, 

Professor Paxton supposes the veil, to which the apostle alluded, 
was a species which Mr. Taylor calls the Radid. (4) This extend- 
ed low down upon the person; and was worn by married women as a 
token of their submission and dependance. To take away the veil of 
a@ married woman, was accounted one of the greatest indignities that 
she could receive ; because it deprived her of the badge that distin- 
* Gen. xxiy. 65. 
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ished and dignified her in that character, and signified her alliance 
to her husband, and her interest in his affections. This is the reason 
why the spouse so bitterly complains, “ The keepers of the walls 
took away my veil from me.’’* Paul reasons thus. If the woman 
wear not her veil upon her head, Jet her be shorn. Obviously, this 
would be a disgrace ; and if so, let her have a veil upon her head, 
that she may appear to sustain her real character. “Fora man, in- 
deed, ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the image 
and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of the man.”—* For 
this cause ought the woman to have fower on her head.” 

The original word, egs7sa, rendered fower, is by Schleusner trans- 
lated veil, a covering for the head. This, he contends, is the mean- 
ing of the word in this place. This signification, he observes, is a 
peculiar one, and not known except in the scriptures. Rosenmiller 
also translates the word veil. This veil was called egecia, not so much 
because it signified the authority under which the woman was held ; 
nor, as some have supposed, because the Hebrew 45 veil, may be 
derived from 9195 from m3 to rule; but because it was a token of 
honour and respect. For this reason the Alexandrian version elegant- 
ly calls the veil of Sarah, which Moses calls yyy mipD, ray Tia Te 
serwrs the glory of the face. The translation proposed preserves 
the unity of the apostle’s argument, and is evidently the correct one. 
“Forthis cause ought the woman to have a veil on her head, 6be- 
cause of the angels.” The principal difficulty in expounding this 
text lies in the last clause, because of the angels. Junius, with 
the frankness that becomes every expositor of holy writ, acknow- 
ledges, that “ what this might mean, was not as yet clear to him.” 
Mr. Locke has confessed the same. Many, who have attempted an 
explanation, have fallen far short of giving satisfaction to the bib- 
lical critic. 

There are many terms not capable of being translated, with exact- 
hess, into the language of a people whose customs are not in a great 
measure conformable to the customs of those among whom such 
words have arisen. Dr. Campbell mentions three classes of words 
of this description. The last class of which, are such as relate to 
dress, judicatories and offices. It is not always easy to determine wheth- 
er the similarity or dissimilarity of judicatories and offices ought 
to induce us to retain the original terms, or to translate them. Many 
terms, that might have been translated by the first translators, have 
become so naturalized, that it would be dangerous for their succes- 
sors to depart from their example ; except in some particular cases, 
* Song, vy. 7. 
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where perspicuity or energy requires it. In such cases, the faithfy 
translator should not hesitate to leave the beaten track. 

The term angel is the Greek term AyysAss, transferred into our Jap. 
guage. This word might as well have heen rendered messenger, ren. 
erally, asthe term éepevs, Priest. In regard to the import of the terms, 
there does not appear to be any closer correspondence between the 
last two, than between the first. Besides, the word Ayycdes is no more 
than a Greek translation of the Hebrew word 4x57, which the Seventy 
have thought not proper to retain in another language ; and in this 
judgement have been followed by the writers of the New Testamen 
This, indeed, ought to be considered as an example for translating, 
rather than transferring, this appellative into another language. 

The reason why this, and several other terms, are transferred into 
our language, is, because the translators of the common version fol. 
lowed the example of the Vulgate, the old Latin version. The words 


which in that were translated, they translated ; and the words which - 


in that were transferred, they transferred. Had that said nunciug, 
they would have said, messenger. 

When aterm is transferred it retains but one meaning. In its primi- 
tive language it may be capable of different significations in different 
connexions. 

This word, Ayyedes, angel, occurs in several instances, in which 
the sense is very much obscured, if not entirely lost. In the Greek 
it admits of a more extensive signification than it retains in the 
English. The original word not only designates a particular being, 
or class of beings, butis of the nature of an appellative, and marks 
a particular character, function, or office, among such beings. But 
in our version the word is no more than a name indicating an order 
of celestial beings. Now where there appears to be a manifest allu- 
sion, in the original, tothe ordinary acceptation of the word, that allu- 
sion, in the version where the word is not properly translated, is lost. 
It is peculiarly unfortunate when it happens in an argument, as the 
whole will necessarily be involved in darkness. The word occurs in 
this unhappy connexion in the passage before us. The true sense in 
this connexion is entirely obscured in our common version, and on 
this account this passage has perplexed most readers of the New Tes- 
tament. The word Ayyeass, angels, as has been observed, was trans- 
ferred into the Latin version, and the example has been followed bya 
great part of the European translators. 

This circumstance seems to have contracted its signification in the 
minds of very good linguists. Dr. Doddridge would retain the 
common version. Dr. Campbell would render it messenger ; suppo® 
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ing it doubtful whether men or angels be intended; and then he 
would throw the same obscurity into the version that exists in the ori- 
inal. But we are of opinion, that this difficult word is correctly 
translated by Schleusner, speculatores, exploratores, synonymous 
with xararxowss, sfries. 

This rendering gives a peculiar force to the apostle’s argument ; 
and itis confirmed by the fact, that the sacred writers themselves have 
given the same signification to the word. 

The men whom Joshua sent to spy out the land of Canaan, are 
called by the apostle James messengers. Was not Rahab, the har- 
ot, justified by works, when she had received ras AyyeAss, the messen- 
gers, and sent them out another way.’ 

And the same persons, in the same connexion, by the apostle Paul, 
se called spies. By faith the harlot Rahab perished not, with them 
that believed not, when she had received, (tes xerarxerss,) the spies 
with peace.” Heb. xi. 31. both referring to the same Hebrew word, 
won, of which the Greek AyysAcs is an exact translation. 

«For this cause ought the woman to have a veil on her head, be- 
cause of the sflies,’’ i. e. on account of those evil-minded spectators 
who are always present at your sacred assemblies. 


——— + a 


THE IMPORTANCE OF APPLYING TO THEOLOGY THE BACONIAN 
PRINCIPLES OF PHILOSOPHIZING. 


WHILE we examine the principles by which the ancient philoso- 
phers proceeded in their inquiries after truth, we wonder not that 
their speculations were so often either mingled with errour, or in the 
highest degree false. The very steps by which they arrived at their 
conclusions, were calculated to fix in their minds the grossest errours, 

After a lapse of ages, and a variety of absurd methods for ascer- 
taining truth, the syllogistic mode of reasoning was adopted by Aris- 
totle, which leads us invariably from the consideration of universals 
to particulars, the truth of which, instead of being a consequence of 
the universal proposition, is implied and firesufifiosed in the véry 
terms by which the universal proposition is expressed. The syllo- 
gistic theory, therefore, which forms the grand basis of the old Peri- 
patetic philosophy, can be of no use in extending our knowledge of 
trath. And, says Bacon, “though it might do well enough in civil 
affairs and the arts which consisted in talk and opinion, it comes very 
far short of subtilty in the real performances of nature; and catching 
at what it could not reach, has served to confirm and establish errours, 


* James ii. 25 
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rather than open a way to truth.”” Popular as this mode of reasoning 
was, while the authority of great names prevailed, and the old scho. 
lastic maxims were allowed, without examination, to pass as incop. 
trovertible truths ; since Bacon, in the 16th century, taught the jm. 
portance of experiment and observation, and the necessity of taking 
facts for premises to start upon, it has justly fallen. into contempt— 
According to his system of philosophizing, in all our reasonings aboy 
the established order of the universe, knowledge is to be acquired 
only by ascending from particulars to generals. We are to examine 
particular facts as they are by themselves. 

So simple in its nature, and so undeniable in its evidence, is the 
great axiom of his philosophy, that it forces conviction upon the un. 
derstanding wherever its lustre shines. 

Since this method has been adopted by the inquirers after truth, 
the science of physics has advanced with a rapidity before unexam. 
pled. It is to this that Newton was indebted for the splendid discoy. 
eries which have excited, and which, while the heavens revolve, will 
continue to excite the admiration of the world. It is to this, indeed, 
that we owe all the valuable additions, in modern times, to science in 
its various departments ; and it is through the application of this to 
metaphysics, by Reid and Stewart, that the present age has been 
blessed with the commencement of a new and auspicious era in the 
philosophy of the human mind. 

In our researches after truth in the science of physics, proceeding 
according to the Baconian principles of philosophizing, “ we inquire, 
not what we should expect the principles and laws of the physical 
world would be, nor whether this or that thing can be reconciled with 
the infinite wisdom and perfections of God; but simply, what is fact? 
what do we find from observation and experience, that the properties 
and laws of nature really are??? And whatever we find to be facts, 
we are bound to admit as such, though we, who are of yesterday and 
know nothing, are unable to elucidate their consistency. 

“ Now this principle is as applicable to the science of theology, 
to the science of fhysics. Indeed it will be found that in theology 
it is still more necessary ; and that any departure from it, is attended 
with still greater danger than in physics. Theology, as well as phi- 
losophy, is founded on facts. The first thing to be done in either 
case, is to determine, by the proper method of inquiry, the facts on 
which the science is founded.” 

In philosophy we learn facts, either by observation and experience, 
or by testimony. In theology we have the same sources of informa 
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tion. We have our observation of what occurs around us, and our 

own experience ; and we have the most credible testimony—the tes- 

timony of God himself—the revelation which he has made in the 

holy scriptures. . 

In the science of physics, and many things connected with theology, 
we are first to ascertain the facts made known by experience and ob- 
servation, and by humantestimony. Thus, in learning the phenomena 
of electricity, or of the magnet, or the existence of plagues, earth- 
quakes, war, the offering of human sacrifices, the slave trade, or the 
wretched state of a great portion of our world within the dominion 
of God, who has all things under his control, we must inquire what 
are facts; and on these facts our conclusions must rest. But in all 
our investigations which are strictly theological, the question is—what 
say the scriptures ? what do the scriptures, understood according to 
just rules of interpretation, teach concerning the subject? Revelation 
here makes known to us facts, as the basis of our reasoning, and our 
inquiry after these ought not to be embarrassed by any other. What- 
ever God declares, is sufficiently proved; for his testimony is a far 
better foundation for our faith, than all our reasonings. 

Now what better steps can be taken in relation to a theological 
subject, than first to inquire, what say the scriptures? and the posi- 
tive declarations of scripture being ascertained, then to decide on 
each point, separate from all others, according to those declarations, 
whether such a decision be or be not agreeable to what we impertect 
creatures should expect. If to the declarations of revelation our 
experience and observation bear testimony, we are by this assured 
that our understanding of those declaraticns is correct. 

Many of the numerous errours and bitter disputes among theolo- 
gians, both ancient and modern, have arisen in consequence of ne- 
glecting this method of inquiring for facts on each point in theology, 
separately considered. They have thrown several things together as 
belonging to one subject of inquiry ; and, by this means, have been 
unable to bring any fact directly applicable to the whole subject. 
The fact asserted might be applicable to one fart of the subject in 
dispute, while it has no relation to other points improperly connected 
with that to which it is applicable. 

The importance of applying to theology the Baconian principles of 
philosophizing, urges itself upon the candid theologian with peculiar 
solemnity when he approaches the doctrine respecting God himself 
as revealed to men. Hence, with profound reverence for the word of 
truth, he inquires, not whether this or that thing be consistent with 
Von. IL.—Ne. XVII. 2R 
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his own views of religion; but are these things true, separately con. 
sidered? Do the scriptures declare them? If so, they are consistent, 
and must be admitted. His inquiries therefore upon this subject are 
not much unlike the following : 

Do the scriptures reveal some kind of a plurality in the divine 
existence ? 

Is the Worp, mentioned in the first chapter of John, a real ang 
proper person? 

Did Jesus Christ possess a divine nature? 

Did Jesus Christ possess a human nature P 

Does his official character unite ¢wo natures? 

Do the scriptures reveal the personality of the Holy Spirit? 

Do they also reveal his divinity ? 

Should he, after a separate examination, find that to each of these 
questions the scriptures answer in the affirmative, he feels constrain- 
ed to admit them. He then farther inquires,—Do the scriptures 
declare that there is but one living and true God? 

Regulating himself by the principles laid down, the affirmative of 
this question he would also admit 

To enforce the practice of this method of conducting our inqui- 
ries, we need not expatiate on the success of thase philosophers by 
whom it has been adopted. 

When will similar success attend the inquiries of men after reli- 
gious truth? When will the prejudices which for ages have per- 
petuated controversies among christians, be despoiled of their do- 
minion, and errours in divinity be buried with the learned lumber, and 
jargon, and absurdities of the old scholastic philosophy? 

It will be when men are willing to adopt a mode of investigation 
similar to that which, in modern times, has enriched science with 
her choicest treasures. It will be, when they will allow to theology 
the same privileges that are granted to every other science,—to 
abandon every dogma, and every system that is not supported by its 
own proper evidence, and to admit implicitly whatever well ascertained 
facts assert, anc above all, whatever Jehovah himself has testified in 
the sacred scriptures. 


oe + 


ON THE CONNEXION BETWEEN A PREACHER’S GENERAL CHARAC- 
TER AND THE EFFICACY OF HIS PUBLIC INSTRUCTIONS. 


THE ministry of the word and ordinances of the gospel, together 
with its numerous appendages, embraces the most responsible office 
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that can be sustained in the present state. In his station, the minister 
js peculiarly exposed, both as an example to believers, and as a re- 
prover to unbelievers. Looked up to by those who acknowledge him 
in this capacity, and opposed by those of the opposite character, his 
situation becomes critical and dangerous: and were it not for the ful- 
filment of a Savyiour’s promise, he would utterly fail and be discour- 
aged. From this persuasion St. Paul wrote his epistles to Timothy 
and to Titus, to discharge the important duties which devolved upon 
them, and that they might know how to conduct themselves in the 
house of God. And these injunctions, unquestionably, stand as equally 
necessary for the practice of every man in successive ages, who shall 
assume the character of a minister of Christ. Among the exhorta- 
tions of the apostle, he thus admonishes Titus. “ In all things show- 
ing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine, showing uncorrupt- 
ness, gravity, sound speech, that cannot be condemned ; that he that 
is of a contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of 
you.” Titus ii. 7, 8. 

With respect to the general character of an ambassador of Christ, 
close and unceasing attention is necessary. His conversation should 
be always such as is adapted to strengthen, not impair, the impression 
of his public instructions. Though it is not necessary, nor expedient, 
for him to be always conversing on the subject of religion, his con- 
yversation should invariably have a religious tendency, that whatever 
excursions he indulges, the return to serious topics may be natural and 
easy. The whole cast of his character should be such as is adapted 
to give weight to the exercise of his ministerial functions. “ Weare 
aware,’ says a celebrated writer, “ that moral delinquency, in a chris- 
tian minister, produces a sensation as when an armour-bearer fainteth ; 
that he can neither stand nor fall by himself; and that it is impossible 
for him to deviate essentially from the path of rectitude, without in- 
curring the guilt and infamy of Jeroboam, who is never mentioned 
but to be stigmatized as he who taught Israel to sin.” Instead of 
satisfying ourselves in the acquisition of virtue with the attainments 
of a learner, we must aspire to the perfection of a master; aud give 
to our conduct the correctness of a pattern. We are called to such 
a conquest over the world, and such an exhibition of the spirit of 
Christ, as shall not merely exempt us from censure, but excite to 
emulation. “Ye are the salt of the earth, ye are the light of the 
world,” said our Saviour to his disciples, whom he was about to send 
forth in the character of public teachers. As persons to whom the 
conduct of souls is committed, we cannot make a wrong step without 
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endangering the interests of others; so that if we neglect to take our 
soundings, and inspect our chart, ours is the misconduct of the pilot, 
who is denied the privilege of perishing alone. 

A life corresponding with the precepts of the gospel, contributes 
much to the instruction of mankind. Indeed, the truths of our holy 
religion never shine in their full lustre, unless they are seen ex. 
emplified in the deportment of the man who embraces them. 
But to instruct men in the theory of the gospel is not the only 
design of the christian ministry. It aims to convince them of the 
truth and divine authority of the Bible, and to allure them to the 
practice of its holy precepts. In this view a good life assumes much 
additional importance. By such a life the theory of christianity is 
brought to the touchstone of actual experiment. It no longer appears 
to them a visionary system. Its practicability and excellence are 
fully demonstrated. Surrounded by those who live as the “ grace of 
God teaches,” ungodly men are constrained to feel, and sometimes to 
acknowledge, that the professors of religion are not all hypocrites; 
that there are such persons in the world as real christians; and that 
the gospel, attended as it is by a powerful and sanctifying influence 
on the hearts of men, can be no work of imposture or enthusiasm, 
but a divine light discovering the way to eternal bliss. If this is true 
of ordinary christians, it must be eminently so of those who minister 
in holy things. 

Nor wil] the importance of a holy life in a christian minister appear 
less evident, when we consider its influence on the church of God.— 
Private christians are accustomed to pay great attention to the life of 
the man who labours among them “ in word and doctrine.” They 
not only seek directions from his sermons, but mark his conduct so 
far as it lies open to their inspection; and if they love and esteem 
him, they will be inclined to take him as a model for their imitation. 
If he deviates from the path of duty, they will be in danger of de- 
viating with him. On the contrary, his watchfulness and circum: 
spection will tend greatly to their preservation. They will be apt to 
follow him as he follows Christ. Nor will all the sermons he can 
deliver, however excellent, have so much influence on his brethren, 
as a life corresponding with his profession. Indeed, without this, 
sermons and prayers and exhortations may as well be spared. Such 
a discordance between a preacher’s doctrine and his life, must destroy 
his usefulness, though he possessed the tongue and powers of an 
angel. 
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. | (MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.—FOREIGN. | 


2s : | 
y MISSION TO BURMAH. | 
o 

. Continuation of Mr. Judson’s Journal, from September 7th, 1820. 

y 

e SeraMPORE, Oct. 24th.—At the last date, Mrs. Judson appeared to be on the 


recovery. Since that time, our hopes have been alternately raised and depressed. 
h put for a few days past, notwithstanding the present cool season, and the best 
medical advice, her unfavourable symptoms have all been aggravated; and this 


: morning, we received, in writing, the definitive opinion of Dr. Chalmers, that 
. yer disorder is achrovic affection of the liver, which cannot be removed, but by 
© = @® voyage to America, or at least a protracted stay in Bengal, under the care of a 
f physician ; aud that a return to Rangoon precludes all hope of recovery. I feel, 
> ‘@ terefore, under the distressing necessity of leaving her in Bengal, and returning 
; one to Rangoon, by a vessel which is expected to sail by the first of next 
nonth. 
’ I wish here to express our great obligation to Dr. Chalmers, who has frequently 
; attended Mrs. Judson, though he had to cross the river from Barraekpore for that 
> i purpose, and who finally, from regard to the cause in which we are engaged, 
leclined accepting any thing by way of remuneration. 
, Catcutta, Ocw. 3lst.—Yesterday we took leave of brother Hough and family, 
vith whom we have spent a very quiet and happy sojourn of two months, and 
came down to this city, in order to my embarkation. Sut our views have under- 
gone a very great change, in consequence of meeting with Dr. Macwhirter, who, 
ss well as Dr. Chalmers, is of the first eminence in his profession. His opinion 


does not indeed differ from that of Dr. C. in regard to the nature of Mrs. J.’s 
@ disorder, or the course of medicine to be adhered to; but he thinks that he can 
give such general prescriptions, as will render a return to Rangoon less danger. 
| ous than we expected. Mrs. J. therefore, feels encouraged to joi me in taking 
passage in the vessel before-mentioned, which is still to be detained a few days. 

Noy. 25d.—Having taken leave of our dear and excellent friends, Mr. and 
Mrs. Townley, (missionaries from the London Society) with whom we have had 
the happiness of living several days—Mr. and Mrs. Lawson, and others of the 
Baptist Mission—-~and Mr. Ward, a young gentleman from our own country, 
whose attachment to us and the cause of Christ has been manifested in a series 
of the most polite attentions and substantial kindnesses, we are just embarking 
on the Salamanca, the same vessel which, two years ago, conveyed Colman and 
Wheelock to the same place to which we are now destined. 

A. JUDSON, Jun. 
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For the following extracts we are under obligation to General Calvin Jones, of 
Raleigh. We are gratified with the present, and shall ever feel thankful for 
similar communications. 

From the Rev. A. Steiner to Gen. Calvin Jones, dated 

DEAR SIR, Salem, N. C. July 17th, 1890, 

I ENCLOSE you here a copy of some of the decrees of a late council of 
the Cherokees, of which I obtained a copy when there, and which I ought s0 
much the sooner to have communicated to you. as | am convinced that you are a 
favourer of the Cherokee civilization. You will find many aberrations from gram. 
matical construction ; but you may perceive somewhat of the spirit of the times, 
and of the improvement in legislation of the Cherokees. 

The place where the council now is held, is just below the confluence of the 
Conesaga and Yoastenawly Rivers, which form the Coosa, on the southeast side 
thereof. The place is called Newtown, and had been laid off, and temporary 
buildings erected a little before the meeting of council, and is intended to be 
improved for greater convenience. A large fine spring is near the council house, 
which now consisted of two open sheds, with a neat level area between, anda 
building for a clerk’s office. A short half mile from the place, major Ridge, a 
Cherokee, caused a house of entertainment to be kept, where man and beast fared 
tolerably well; but no spirituous liquors were kept there, nor near the council, 
though there were some several miles farther off. The council was newly elect. 
ed, and had their first meeting at the new place, which is destined for their per- 
manent seat of government. I spent there nearly a week, and being at the open. 
ing of the first council at the new place, | was requested by council to dedicate 
the place to Almighty God, which t did by prayer, praise and thanksgiving, and 
by the singing of hymns, and a sermon and address, in which I was assisted by 
the Rev. Mr. Posey, a baptist preacher, who was there, seeking leave to makea 
school and missionary establishment in the country ; which leave he obtained 
from council ® few days after, and is now beginning his missionary and school 
establishment among the poorer class of the nation, in the mountains, among the 
Valley towns. I visited the two missionary establishments then existing in the 
country ; first the eldest, Springplace, near Vann’s, where the venerable Mr. 
Gambold resides, and found especially Mrs. Gambold very active in school, and 
among the Cherokees generally. They have now a fine little flock of Cherokee 
converts formed into a living Christian church, but are in want of labourers in 
the extended vineyard. Secondly, Brainerd, where you are acquainted, where, 
under the direction of the reverend and venerable father Hoyt, the school flour- 
ishes and is numerous. Their christian converts increase from time to time, and 
those that are not yet converted to the christian faith, are greatly benefited in 
morality, and in their temporal welfare. They have since had an acc ’ssion of 
labourers at Brainard, and, as far as I know, the establishment is doing vastly 
well. There were then, on account of the American Board of Missions, prepara- 
tions made for a school establishment at Talony, near Sanders’, which, when ! 
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yisited it, was nearly complete, and is since gone into operation, and so has an- 
other, somewhere near Tennessee River, so that now there ure five establishments 
in that country—Ast, at Springplace, near Vann’s—2d, at Brainerd, on Chicka- 
mauga—sd, at Talony, near Sanders’—4th, somewhere near Tennessee River— 
sth, Mr Posey’s establishment in the Valley towns, the heads of Hiwassee and 
Tennessee Rivers. We contemplate making another establishment in the neigh- 
pourhood of major Ridge, on Youghkalougy, about ten miles below Newtown, 
where at my visit the inhabitants expressed an eager desire to have an establish- 
ment made. Indeed, in every direction of the country the eagerness to have 


school establishments is truly great, and the only mortification 1s that the desire 


of the people cannot be gratified in a meusure commensurate with the greatness 
of the object, for want of hands to engage in it; for to send hirelings there, 
whose only object is either a little gain, or to indulge in an easy living without 
much labour, will never do; and if they be characters of rather loose morals, 
more harm than good will be done. Persons engaged to cultivate the field there, 
ought to be disinterested, and impressed with an idea of the magnitude of the 
object, as respects the welfare of the rising generation. 

It had been fifteen years since t hud been last in the Cherokee country, and now 
beheld great improvements in that tribe since that time. Farming is now honour- 
able among them, and so is labour in general, which was formerly held to belong 
only to the female sex. Great was formerly the distance of the sexes; the softer 
sex were merely menial servants, and not honoured to be in company with men. 
Itis not so now. No fearful restraint is put upon the sex ; both sexes converse 
freely together, and sit at the same table, and it is d-lightful to see much conju- 
gal happiness All this is a sign of advanced tivilization. In some parts I have 
observed wagons and teams at most plantations, with wagon-roads from one 
plantation to another, as in our settlements. Large fields .f corn, orchards, 
horses, caitle, hogs, sheep, goats, mules, &c. Some comfortable cabins, and 
even two-story houses of hewn logs, with stone chimnies. In the house of major 
Ridge (a true Cherokee) were placed a walnut table, a number of windsor chairs, 
and an arm chair, a fine walnut desk with dvawers, two as noble beds with fine 
curtains, as you would wish in any genteel house ; a cupboard, with white glass 
and china ware, &c. We breakfasted there, and at table both sexes associated 
freely. A negro woman waited on us On the table was laid a fine diapér table- 
cloth. The breakfast was as good and as genteelly served as you could wish almost 
at your Eagle Tavern ; and our coffee was handed us in china cups and saucers, &c. 
It is true, it is not found so every where. But do you find it so every where in 
countries which boast of high civilization? There is a beginning made to make 
brick buildings in the country. This major Ridge has a son at the Foreign 
Mission School at Cornwall, Connecticut, from whom he expects much; yet he 
told me to write to him, that among his other acquirements he should not neglect 
to learn to work, for that this gave stability to the welfare of a nation. I am 
quite confident that in the lapse of a short time the Cherokees will be advanced 
in civilization as much as to fit them for full citizens of the United States. The 
More it is a pity that the prospect for them is but gloomy, as the policy of Geor- 
gia, added to the cupidity of the whites, will endeavour to force them from the 
land of their fathers, and then farewell to all prospect of civilization of Indians, 
when they are driven off just at a time when the most sanguine hopes of gov- 
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ernment and benevolent men are about to be realized. Georgia may say what i: 
will, | am confident that it cannot get better citizens than the Cherokees wij] be 
in a few years; and I am sure they are as moral now as some of the settlers in 
that state. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. J. P. Marshall to the Cor. Sec. dated 


RESPECTED SIR, Mount Harmony, Columbia County, Georgia, April 3d, 182), 


THE Mission Board of the Georgia Association have taken into consideration 
the impracticability of prosecuting the design of establishing a school among the 
Creek Indians for the present. They have also considered the difficulties that haye 
arisen in the mission at Rangoon, occasioned by the introduction of a new king 
to the throne ; the probable departure of the missionaries from Calcutta to Chit. 
tagong, their travelling expenses, &c.; and have thought proper to make an appro. 
priation of two hundred dollars to the ‘* General Fund of the Board of Managers 
of the Convention of the United States, for missionary purposes.” Brother Mer. 
cer is appointed to forward the same, as soon as oppurtunity occurs. This is to 
acquaint you of said proceedings. 

Although the religion of Jesus walks not in “ silver slippers” among us, ne. 
vertheless she finds an admittance into the hearts of many. ‘The ‘ gospel of 
Christ has lately become the power of God’ unto the salvation of six or eight 
hundred souis in Georgia. Among the Baptists the sacred fire of love continues 
to kindle and burn. As many as 30, 40, 60, and in one instance more than 10, 
have been returned from one church to some of the associations. Congregations 
increase in number and attention. Ministers, inflamed with the glory of God and 
the salvation of immortal souls, preach as with the * Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven.’ General meetings and associations are more generally attended ; and the 
Lord himself has come down. Although there are difficulties among some of the 
churches, yet they are mostly at peace. The spirit to aid in missionary pur. 
poses, though warmly and imprudently opposed by many, increases and prevails. 

If we contrast the good with the evil, we are constrained to believe the latter 
day glory is approaching. This is verily an age of wonders. God has promised 
his Son the * heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for his possession ;” and he will overturn, and overturn, and overturn, until they 
shall be his whose right they are. The Molochs and Dagons of idolatry must fall 
before, and crouch beneath the feet of Jesus. The habitations of cruelty, and 
the very regions of the shadow of death, where darkness covers the people, must 
be illuminated with the healing rays of the glorious Sun of Righteousness. The 
earth must be filled with the glory of the Lord. 

The accomplishment of these gladdening scenes daily comes to pass. The 
precursors of their completion with which we are favoured, fill our hands with 
means, our mouths with laughter, our hearts with joy and praise. 

Brother Mercer is well. He delivered a missionary sermon at the meeting of 
the Missionary Board, which was masterly and sublime. 

Brother Kice called on me. 4§ was glad to see him, and hear him talk his 
travels o’er. He was in good health. He certainly is a good labourer in the 
missionary vineyard. 
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The Lake Female Missionary Society to the Board of Managers of the Generu/ 
Convention, sends Christian sulutation : 
pEAR BRETHREN, 
We acknowledge our unworthiness, in putting forth a helping hand to aid in 
the great and arduous work of sending the gospel of the blessed Redeemer to the 
heathen world. When we look into our hearts, and discover there so much want 


of a right improvement of the word preached unto us; and when we consider our, 


inability to comfort the weather-beaten missionaries, bound to Burmah’s distant 
shore ; we should be discouraged, were it not fur the promise of Him who said, 
* This poor widow hath cast into the treasury more than they all.” Believing 
that the Lord accepts of the free gift that comes from the heart, whether it be 
small or great; and feeling an anxiety for the advancement of the Redeemer’s 
cause, especially among the heathen, we are desirous to throw our mite into the 
treasury of the Lord with our brethren and sisters, trusting that the King of 
heaven will bless and direct the samme to the good of some poor souls that now sit 
in the region and shadow of death, that they may be brought into the glorious 
liberty of the sons of God. And feeling an increasing spring of joy and satisfac- 
tion by reading the accounts from our missionaries, we rejoice in the hope that 
the Lord is now preparing the way for the universal reign of the King of saints, 
when his kingdom shall stretch from shore to shore, the saints see eye to eye, and 
peace and love abound from the rivers to the ends of the earth. We therefore 
contribute and convey to the Board twenty dollars, for missionary purposes, with 
our desires that the Lord would give them grace to act as wise and faithful 


stewards in his cause, 
Bripcet Simons, President. 


Weattuy Squire, Secretary. 


Extracts from the eleventh annual Report of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions. 


In ten years there has been paid from the treasury of the Board the total 
sum of $201,600.—For the mission to the East—Bombay and Ceylon—just 
about $100,000—for the missions to the.American aborigines $51,000—for the 
mission to the Sandwich Islands, $10,470—for the Palestine mission, §2,350— 
for the Foreign mission school $17,340, and for various subordinate and contin- 
gent objects and purposes $20,000. 

In the same period the treasury has received the total sum of about $235,00u. 
Of this amount something more than $220,000 were given by benevolent indi- 
viduals, males and females, associated and unassociated, in donations and be- 
quests for the general and particular objects of the Board; and the remaining 
sum of about $15,000 were the proceeds of monies invested, books sold, &c. 
Besides the monies paid into the treasury, many liberalities have been bestowed 
in various articles, in different ways, and to no inconsiderable aggregate. But 
‘he amount, whatever should be the estimate, is to be added to the regularly 
accounted for expenditures, as well as to the regularly ertered receipts. 

Of the sum expended much has necessarily been consumed; yet not a little 
remains for important and durable use. 


Vox, I1L—No. XVII. 2$ 
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In the ten years there have been received under the patronage and direction of 


the Board, as missionaries and assistants, 62 men and 48 women—in all 110. 
Of this number three—Mrs. Harriet Newell, the Rev. Edward Warren, and My 
A. VY. Williams,—have been called to their reward: ten, six men and four wo. 
men, have lett the service,—three on change of sentiment, five on account of im. 
paired health, and two from discontentment—and nine are yet at home, waiting 
with desire to be sent forth to their work. Eighty-eight—49 men and 39 women— 
are now either in the fields respectively assigned to them, or on their way to 
them :—25 in the East—2 in Western Asia—17 in the Sandwich Islands—and 44 
in the countries of the American aborigines. Upon the same funds, and engaged 
jn the same cause, are the Rev. Principal of the Foreign Mission School and his 
worthy assistant. 

Of the men now under the patronage and direction of the Board, Twenty-six 
ARE ORDAINED MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL, educated, the most of them, in 
literary and theological seminaries of the first order in our country; two are 
especially designed for ordination ; and the rest are approved men for the various 
departments of the general work, as catechists, school-masters, agriculturists and 
mechanics. All of them, the principal and assistant of the Foreign Mission 
school excepted, have given themselves devotedly for life to this arduous and 
holy service, and the most of them, with the same spirit of devotion and sacred 
disinterestedness, have given also all their possessions, which, in not a few in. 
stances, were of very considerable amount. Of the women mention, proportion- 
ably commendatory, might be made. 

At home is the Foreign Mission School, designed for the thorough education of 
promising youths from different heathen lands ;—an institution firmly establish- 
ed jn the hearts of Christians, in a highly prosperous state, and blest most sig- 
nally with heavenly influences. Abroad, belonging to our several missions, are 
more than 50 free schools, in which there can scarcely be fewer, probably there 
are now more, than 3,000 children, Hindoo, Tamut, Jewish, Cherokee and Choc- 
taw, under Christian instruction ; not less than 300 of whom are boarding or 
family pupils, lodged, and fed, and educated, as under the especial care of the 
missionaries. 

NINETY PERSONS with qualifications for the different parts of the work, from 
rudimental instructions in the primary branches of knowledge and arts of civil- 
ized life, to the highest and holiest administrations of the Gospel—not only ready 
for the service, but actually for the most part in the distant fields at their allotted 
stations—disposed in order and furnished—engaged in their various labours, and 
some of them having for a considerable time borne the burden and heat of the 
day :—and more than fifty schools, established in different regions of darkness, 
and containing under Christian instruction three thousand children of families 
and nations long ignorant of God, and never blest with the news of the Saviour— 

Could we mention nothing more, the TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS expended 
in ten years, should not be accounted as lost. But something more may be men- 
tioned. 

“It is estimated,” says Mr. Kingsbury, “that the establishment at Elliot has 
cost upwards of $12,000, exclusive of all the labour done gratuitously by the 
missionaries. But it ought to be distinctly kept in mind, that the greater part 
of this money has not been consumed. It has been vested in various property, 
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some of which is of the most productive kind, and which may be considered as 
a permanent fund for the support of the mission. There are now belonging to 
the establishment at Elliot, mare than 200 neat cattle. There are also teams of 
oxen and horses, wagons, carts, ploughs, and other implements of husbandry, 
suitable for a large plantation. More than fifty acres of land are cleared and 
under cultivation. Upwards of twenty buildings, including a blacksmith’s shop, 
mill, and joiner’s shop, have been erected. Mechanical tools for various branch- 
es ;—lessons, books, and stationary for the school, have been provided ; and all 
the varied apparatus prepared for the accommodation of a family consisting of 
one hundred.” 

Similar statements and estimates might be made respecting the establishments 
at Brainerd, on the Tombigby, and at Talony. The missions over the sea are 
upon a different plan. But at Bombay we have a printing establishment, com- 
prising two presses, fonts of English and Nagree types, with the requisite appa- 
ratus ; and various accommodations and articles of durable utility fer the various 
purposes of the mission. Our Ceylon mission, besides the very valuable glebes 
and edifices secured to it, has also a printing press, with fonts of English and 
Tamul types, an hospital, and several school houses ; and a proportional provision 
of what is necessary for a permanent mission. A large part of what was sent 
out with the Sandwich Island mission, was not for immediate consumption, but 
for durable use. The lands, buildings, &c. of our school at Cornwall—what may 
be denominated permanent property, were estimated at more than $5,000. The 
libraries, and the surgical instruments, belonging to our several establishments, 
would, altogether, be of considerable value. 

The two hundred thousand dollars, then, is not all consumed—has not all van- 
ished away. By means of it a preparation for action of no inconsiderable extent 
has been brought forward. And in the general view of this preparation, besides 
what has now been mentioned, whatever has been acquired of knowledge, of 
experience, and skill, in directing and executing this great work, where every 
thing was new, and every thing was to be learned,—and whatever systematic 
and permanent arrangements have been made for continued and extended opera- 
tions, at home and abroad,—should doubtless be included. 

Of the thirty-one heathen youths—including with the twenty-six now at school, 
the deceased Obvokiah, and the four, who have gone with the mission to their 
native islands—seventeen are thought to have given evidence of a living faith in 
the gospel; and several others are very seriously thoughtful on religious con- 
cerns. The Lord, in his sovereign goodness, has made it strikingly manifest, 
that his face is toward this favoured seminary, and that his blessing rests upon 
it. May it be eminently instrumental in making known the glory of his name in 
many lands, and of bringing multitudes of different nations and tongues, to uuite 
in songs of everlasting joy and praise. 

Since the last annual meeting, your committee have sent forth to different 
fields 23 men and 13 women: 10 men and 7 women to the Sandwich Islands— 
1 man to Ceylon—2 men to Western Asia—8 men and 6 women to the Choctaw 
nation—and 2 men to the Cherokees of the Arkansaw. Of the men, 5 are ordain- 
ed missionaries—1 is a physician, 1 is a printer, and tle rest, besides being 
skilled in husbandry and various mechanical arts, are men of vigorous and well 
informed minds, in sound bodies, inured to labour, and of approved civil and 
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Christian character ; 4 are men in middle life, with well governed and well edy. 
cated families ;—the rest, young men, 8 of whom are married ; the most of them 
have been exercised in the instruction of schools, and all of them are deemed 
well qualified to take part in the arduous, benevolent, and sacred work of eyan 
gelizing and civilizing pagan and uncultured people. 





PERSIAN CHRISTIANS. 


TWO persons, professing to be Christians, and natives of Persia, have been 
lately travelling in India to collect charitable contributions. The Rev. Messrs. 
Kolholf and Sperschneider, the missionaries at Tanjore from the Society for pro. 
moting Christian Knowledge, were so well satisfied, after examination, of the 
truth of their representations, that they gave them a testimonial to that effect. 
We transcribe, from a contemporary publication, the following account of the 
body to which they state themselves to belong. 

“Lucas John is about forty years of age; and states, that, by the blessing and 
grace of God, he has, for the last ten years, attended to the concerns of his soul, 
Joseph John, about twenty-three years old, has, since the age of fifteen, known 
the things belonging to his peace. 

** Their native town is Chosrabad, in the province of Hedesbegan, in Mesopo- 
tamia. It contains about 700 inhabitants, who are all of the same community 
with themselves. 

“‘ They are the offspring of ancient Jewish christians, and are now suffering 
greatly under the government of Persia. Formerly, when under a Turkish Pasha, 
they enjoyed, in some degree, public justice and peace ; but since they have been 
subjected to the power of Abbas Mirza, a son of the king of Persia, who resides 
at Tebriz, these pour christians have been treated in a most intolerant and cruel 
manner ; and have had to pay heavy taxes, beyond their ability. Two sons of 
Lucas John have been seized, and threatened to be made mussulmans; but Mr. 
Armstrong, residing at Tebriz, has become security for the payment of 1000 
rupees; 500 of which are already collected, the rest are still wanting. Since 
their acquaintance with Mr. Armstrong, they seem to have suffered less from 
their Mohammedan oppressors. 

“‘ The sum of 1000 rupees required to satisfy the demar-ds of their oppressors, 
who have retained the two children of their family as hostages for payment, 
amounts to much more than that sum according to the rupee of India, which is 
of less value. 

“ They collected about 700 rupees at Bombay, Cochin, Tanjore, and the inter- 
mediate places, and about as much more at Madras. 

“ The whole number of these christians amounts to about 10,000. They have 
an archbishop and three bishops. The archbishop resides at Mosul ; one of the 
bishops, at their native town of Chosrabad; another at Meredeen, three days’ 
journey from Mosul; and the third at Diarbekir. By the Mohammedans they are 
called Nazarenes, and Syrians by the Arabs; but, among themselves, Ebriam, or 
Beni Israel ; which name denotes their relation to the ancient Jewish christian 
church, as does also their present language, of which we had a proof; the Lord’s 
prayer, and the apostle’s creed being very like to the original Hebrew. They 
have no connexion whatever with either the Greek or Roman churches, 
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« They hold the doctrine of the Trinity in Unity; and declare Jesus Christ to 
ve ‘the way, the truth, and the life,’ and that through him alone they are delivered 
from the wrath to come, and are made heirs of eternal life. They acknowledge 
only the two sacraments, but both in the full sense and import of the protestant 
church. 

“ They have at Chosrabad a large church, neariy of the size and app. *rance 
of the Scotch kirk at Madras, which is a fine building. ‘Through fear of the 
Mohammedans, who insult and oppress them, they assemble for divine worship 
between the hours of five and seven on Sunday mornings; und, in the evenings, 
between six and eight. There are also daily services at the same hours. The 
women and men sit on opposite sides of the church, during the hours of worship. 

“ The country is said toe be covered with gardens abounding with a great variety 
of fruits. The men are chiefly engaged in cultivation, and the women in spinning. 

« Within the last ten years a school has been established, in which the average 
attendance of boys is about thirty. There is also a separate school for girls, con- 
sisting of but few scholars; sometimes not more than three innumber. In these 
schools are taught the Four Gospels, (the names of which they repeated distinct- 
ly,) the Psalms, and other books. The scholars are taken to church morning 
and evening. 

“ These two men seem honest and simple, and well acquainted with the truths 
of christianity, though quite deficient in reading and writing. On being asked 
occasionally what success they had met with, they would invariably reply, in the 
most artless and unaffected manner, as if it was their ordinary style of speaking 
of their benefits and mercies, ‘ God has given us’ so much more, mentioning the 


amount.” 
——2 +a 


ASIATIC INTELLIGENCE. 
The Worship of Sutva-Narayan. 


IT is a common practice among the natives when they are anxious to obtain 
any boon, or to avoid difficulty and danger, to perform the worship of Sutya- 
Narayan, or the true Narayan, one of the names given to Vishnoo. It is custom- 
ary to vow worship to him under this name on the commencement of any under- 
taking, which is generally paid on its successful termination. For this there is 
no authority in the shastras ; nor is the divinity who is thus supposed to avert 
misfortune and to confer favour, specifically mentioned. His attributes and his 
credit have grown up spontaneously froin the credulity of the people, but the 
belief in his power is perhaps more widely extended, and more deeply infixed 
into the mind than that of the other gods who have so lung claimed adoration. 
The learned affect to despise him,—but with this small exception he appears to 
be the current deity of Bengal. If a farmer loses his cow, he vows a few gundas 
of cowries to Sutya-Narayan ; if a rich man institutes a cause in court, a yow is 
made to this deity, and if he be victorious, he performs the vow before the whole 
Village. The mode of worship practised on these occasions is exceedingly sim- 
ple. A quantity of food is collected and offered up to Sutya-Narayan ; a little 
book is read containing instances of his having fulfilled the wishes of his wor- 
shippers, and of his having revenged himself on them for some trifling neglect 
in the ceremonials of worship, or for having forgotten him in time of prosperity 
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at the close of each chapter the assembly clap hands and cry out “ Huree bo] .” 
and on the conclusion of this recitation each one partakes of the food which ha 
thus been consecrated ; and with a firm reliance on the merits of this deity, 
prefers in his own mind whatever wish may be uppermost, and returns home. 
On these occasions it is the practice never to collect any quantity of food, or tp 
offer any sum of money complete, but always with the fraction of a quarter ; as 
a seer and a quarter of rice, or three, four, or five seers and a quarter, a rupee 
and a quarter, or any larger sum with the addition of a quarter. 

The books thus read are written in measured numbers in the Bengalee lap. 
guage. The composition is the work of some village bard, and the matter j, 
drawn from his own fertile imagination. ‘The instances he adduces of the power 
of the god are not founded on fact ; but are invented by himself. He is there. 
fore at liberty to exhibit the deity under any form he pleases, and subject to gl} 
those ignoble passions with which his own mind is filled. The deity he thy; 
exhibits is a prototype of himself, with the addition of boundless power ; and 
from this impure source, are his fellow-countrymen, as far as they read and be. 
lieve, (and they do believe with inconceivable tenacity) to form an idea of the 
majesty, power, goodness, and condescension of God. To the poor and ignorant, 
those deities, however low they may be in the calendar of Brumha, from whom 
they expect immediate relief, to whom they resort on all occasions, whose anger 
they dread, whose power they attempt to propitiate, are all in all. These ar 
their only real gods; on these they trust, and they have no particular thought 
about the other deities whom the learned have created. Each province has 
distinct work of this nature; in which the principles are the same, though the 
story varies. The number of works composed under this title we have not been 
able to ascertain; but since, aftera limited search we have found more tha 
eight, there is every reason to believe that they are exceedingly numerous. 

We here present the reader with the outline of one of these works: a poor 
mendicant brahmun lived at Kashee-poora, who was in the habit of meditating on 
Sutya-Narayan. On his way, he one day meets this divinity, though himself 
unable to recognize him as the lord of the three worlds, Being accosted by the 
form which the god had assumed, he replied that he was a poor brahmun, who 
lived by begging,—had meditated on Sutya-Narayan for years ; “ who,” says he, 
** though the supporter of the distressed, makes not himself visible to me, nor 
relieves my distress.” This awakens the compassion of the god, who assumes 
his divine form of four hands, and says, “ I am Sutya-Narayan; knowing thee to 
be faithful I have revealed myself. 1 will banish thy poverty, and crown thee 
with magnificence, if thou wilt worship me with a true heart.”” The brahmun 
overjoyed, makes his obeisance to the ground and exclaims, “ my night of af- 
fliction is turned into auspicious day. But how shall { who am poor and desti- 
tute worship thee?” The god smiling said, “ Think not that much wealth is 
required to propitiate me, one seer and a quarter of atta,* a seer and a quarter 
of milk, and as much sour milk, honey, ghee, and sugar as thou canst obtain,— 
with these articles, worship me : after collecting thy friends and relatives, medi- 
tate on me in faith, and offer up the articles mentioned. Having circumambulated 
the collection of offerings, meditate on me again with undisturbed mind, and 
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{hou wilt obtain all thy desires. Let the assembly repeatedly bow their heads, 
snd partake of the sacrificial articles, contemplating me in the various ways 
their necessities demand : those who worship me with sincerity shall obtain the 
accomplishment of all their wishes.” Saying this, he becomes invisible. The 
brakmun overjoyed with the interview, hastened to the town to beg, and to his 

t astonishment obtained extraordinary donations on the road, and returned 
to his house laden with the articles for sacrifice. He informs his wife of the 
joyful turn in his affairs, who collects her friends and relations together. In the 
evening the brahmun performs the sacrifice according to the directions of Nara- 
yan; and soon after rises to wealth and honour. 

The report of this poojah and its consequences were rapidly circulated.— 
Hearing of the story some woodmen assembled, and having cut wood, went to 
sell it that they might perform the sacrifice. One of them overcome with thirst 
on the road, lays down his burden, and proceeding to the house of the fortunate 
brahmun, inquires his occupation, the object of his worship, and the means 
through which he had acquired wealth. The brabmun informs him that he is 
indebted to Sutya-Narayan for his elevation; and that his mind 1s constantly 
fixed on his benefactor. The woodman makes his obeisance, and repairing to 
his companions, informs them of his interview, and that through the favour of 
Sytya-Narayan the mendicant brahmun was become lord of Kashee-poora.— 
They unanimously agree to sell their wood, and with the produce perform a sacri- 
fice to the bestower of wealth. Having sold their wood they collect the offer- 
ings, and on their arrival at home, inform their wives of the events of the day, 
und assemble their friends, who, on hearing the story, fall down in adoration to 
the wealth-giving divinity. The ceremony proceeds, and each one inwardly re- 
volving the object of his wishes, with a reliance on Sutya-Narayan partakes of 
the food. The third chapter closes with saying, that the woodmen became 
tich, erected splendid houses, and rode about on horses and elephants ;—and 
that the whole was the reward of their devotion. 

Another story illustrative of the efficacy of worshipping Sutya-Narayan and 
the misery of offending him, is as follows :—Oordo-mook, the son of a king, per- 
forms a sacrifice to Narayan on the banks of a river. While engaged in the 
ceremony a merchant lands from his boats laden with goods, and inquiring the 
object of the assembly, is informed that it is to worship Sutya-Narayan, whose 
attributes are beyond utterance, who gives children to the barren, wealth to the 
indigent, and sight to the blind, when worshipped with a view to the attainment 
of these objects. The merchant joining the sacrifice exclaims, “ Hear what 1 
desire. There is no son or daughter in my house. I fear I shall die childless— 
who then will perform my funeral rites? I therefore beseech of Sutya-Narayan 
‘sonora daughter. If I obtain either I will acknowledge his divinity. I will 
then worship him with splendor, and erect a magnificent monument to his honour.’ 
The merchant departs home, and continues for a long time anxiously waiting the 
desired boon. At length his wife presents him with a daughter, her hands re- 
sembling the moon, her waist equal in beauty to that of the lion, and of such an 
*xquisite form as to attract the admiration of the three worlds. Infancy passes ; 
and she arrives at the age for marriage. In the beautiful village of Canchon- 
poora a most desirable bridegroom is found ;—but the marriage ceremony is 
Performed without any offering to Sutya-Narayan, who is instantly offended.— 
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The father admits his son-in-law into partnership, departs with a rich freight, 
and opens a warehouse in the capital of the kingdom. Sutya-Narayan, in the 
display of his vengeance, sends robbers to the place, who steal the plate of the 
chief man. The cutwal perambulates the streets in search of the thieves, and 
not finding them, sits down in despair, trembling for the safety of his head. Jy 
this juncture Sutya-Narayan speaks from the air, and informs them that the two 
merchants had stolen the plate. ‘The merchant and his son-in-law are bound and 
carried before the king, who seizes all their merchandise, and sentences them to 
twelve years’ confinement. Thus to instruct mankind does Narayan amuse hip. 
self with mortal concerns. 

The mother and the daughter at home look out anxiously for them; and are 
obliged gradually to sell all their jewels, household furniture, &c. They make 
inquiries of every traveller, but gain no intelligence. They thus pass twelve 
years of their existence, after which they are constrained to enter into the service 
of a brahmun; whom the daughter one day sees performing the worship of 
Sutya-Narayan. She joins in the ceremony, eats the sacrificial articles with pro. 
found obeisance, and puts up a prayer for the return of her husband and futher, 
promising to devote her life to the service of Narayan, if he be propitious. The 
mother chides her on her return for the delay, when the daughter relates the 
occasion of it, and says, that in this last age of the world, Narayan becomes in. 
carnate, and fulfils the desires of his followers. The mother on this determines 
to perform a poojah, and after begging round the town, sits down to it in the 
evening. While they are thus engaged, Sutya-Narayan in the form of a brahbmu 
appears in a dream to the Raja who held the husband and father in confinement, 
and says, “ Awake, O king, lam Narayan, If thou desirest the salvation of thy 
soul and thy kingdom, release the two men whom thou hast confined for twelve 
years.” Awaking in the morning the king sends for them, inquires their names 
and occupation; orders them to be instantly released, and invites them to an 
entertainment. In return for his injustice he orders their boats to be Jaden from 
his treasury, and begging their forgiveness for his inadvertence, dismisses them 
in peace. 

With sounds of joy the merchants leave the city on their return home. Suty 
Narayan appears to them in the form of a sunyasee, and inquires with what their 
vessel is laden. They reply, “‘with leaves.” The deity, offended at this dis- 
simulation, replies, “ so let it be then.” On this all the gold is instantly turned 
to leaves, the boats become light, and the merchant is thunderstruck. The son- 
in-law advises him to seek out the sunyasee. On finding him they fall to the 
ground and inquire of him, ‘* What god art thou ? what incarnation? wherefore 
hast thou blasted our hopes? He asks in reply why they thus accost him, and 
denies having done any thing. The merchant says, “thou hast turned my gold 
to leaves.” Sutya-Narayana smiling replies, “ Didst thou not at the first sacri- 
fice prefer to me a request for a family, and promise me a golden standard ? hast 
thou fulfilled thy promise?” This reca}s the circumstance to his recollection; 
he puts his cloth round his neck and entreats forgiveness, promising to sacrifice 
to the amount of a lac of rupees. Pleased with his submission, the god repairs 
to the boats, and with his mendicant jug sprinkling the lading transmutes tle 
cargo of leaves to gold. The merchant departs homeward, beseeching Sutya 
Narayana to assist him in his journey through life. 
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on the news of their arrival at the ghaut, the daughter overjoyed, throws 
gown the sacrificial food in her haste to meet her husband Sutya-Narayana is 
again enraged, and sinks the boat which contains her husband. The father is 
overwhelmed with distress, and iaking his daughter in his arms bewails their 
affliction. The daughter appears inconsolable, and determines to forsake life on 
the funeral pile. The parents attempt to comfort her, and assure her that 
Narayana will again be propitious. Narayana upon this speaks from the air, 
“Your son-in-law has perished through the fault of your daughter; she threw 
away my offerings, and I have slain her husband.” The father falls on the ground 
and entreats forgiveness. Narayana replies; ‘‘ Let your daughter return home 
and eat up the food she has left. Till this be done her husband comes not to 
life.’ The daughter obeys his command; the boat rises from the water, and the 
youth is restored to his family. The father expends: lac of rupces in a splendid 
sacrifice to the disposer of affliction and prosperity, and erects a golden pennon. 
The book concludes with the praises of Narayana; and with a recommendation 
to all to avoid displeasing him, and to repose the highest confidence in his favour. 
From this specimen it is easy to observe, that these legendary tales, absurd 
and monstrous as they are, differ wholly from tales fabricated in Europe, in that 
they have an immediate object in view, that of exalting some kind of gainful 
worship, and of infusing terror into the minds of those, who, from any motive 
whatever, may be unwilling to fall in therewith. And when we consider that the 
gross ignorance of the people renders nothing in these tales monstrous or incredi- 
ble in their view, it is easy to conceive, what a hold these must have on the weak 
and superstitious mind, and what a source of gain these become »n the one hand, 
and of terror and misery on the other. Meanwhile it is not difficult to trace in 
the whole of this strong impression made on the public mind, by these reports 
of the imagined power and beneficence of a deity, not known as an avatar, and 
hence even in their view almost an oblique object of worship, those feelings, 
which under the influence of Divine revelation, might be changed into that 
reverential fear of the true God which would purify the mind from every vice.— 
From a people in such circumstances, who would withhold the sacred scriptures, 
able to make them wise unto salvation? or who would despair of their affecting 
their minds? This indeed is not expected without the intervention of Almighty 
power, by any who are duly acquainted with the blindness and innate depravity 
of the human mind. But while the power of God is acknowledged to be all- 
prevalent in every nation, is there any thing in the circumstances of the Hindoos 
which peculiarly excludes hope? Is that disposition, that mind which receives 
# strong an impression from these absurd reports of the kindness and the anger 
of an imaginary god, more unfriendly to the reception of the gospel than that 
Sadducean callousness of mind so often seen in Europe, which causes men to 
deride the thought of there being any one that rules the affairs of men ?—any 
object of future fear ?—either angel or spirit,—or heaven—or hell? Yet among 
these does conscience occasionally exert her power; Divine grace can show her 
trophies even among these; and is our Redeemer a God nigh at hand and not 
afar off? Is he able to triumph over the heart of the most hardened infidel, and 
Rot over that of a superstitious Hindoo, alive to every impression of a power 
superiorto himself? All this vacillating arises from nothing less than a disbelief 
of the power of God, or of the Divine promises. If the heathen be given to the 
Vou, IL—N°. XVII. 2T 
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Son of God for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his pos. - 
session, has India no share in this declaration? If the whole earth shall be filled : r 
with the knowledge of God, shall India and Eastern Asia be excluded, which ae 
} contain the greater half of the family of man? Let reason herself judge. unto 
I — 
Gola Yoga. 
| Tue following circumstances, of an astronomical nature, are filling both the A 
| learned and the unlearned among the Hindoos with the utmost anxiety and fear, = 
of which indeed they have much to endure which is utterly unknown to those who, ney 
favoured with the light of revelation, cast their care upon an almighty, wise and by , 
4 gracious God, without whose permission not even a sparrow can fall to the web 
ground, and who ruleth all things after the counsel of his own most gracious - 
will. Circumstances like these illustrate the advice given by the prophet Isaiah - 
| to those who worshipped the living and true God, “ Fear ye not their fear, nei- ore 
ql ther be afraid of their terror.” - 
The hindoo astronomers have predicted, that on the SOth of March, in the ag 
ensuing year, the six planets will be in the sign Pisces, and that on the first of il 
April following, which will fall on the Sunday, the moon will also pass into the sie 
same sign, in which all these planets will continue until the 3d of April. This dia 
extraordinury conjunction of seven of the heavenly bodies has not occurred within 
| the last hundred years, beyond which no records of this kind exist ; and on this _ 
| subject the shastras say, “If all the seven planets happen to be in one sign, let _ 
it be called Gola Yoga: famine, general desolation, and the destruction of the a 
monarch will then follow.” Hence, from this unusual assemblage of the planets, a 
the most learned among the natives apprehend extraordinary commotions and " 
alterations in this our earth; and those among the rich, who are acquainted with ae 
all these circumstances, are about to perform various sacrifices to avert the ca- = 
lamities which thus threaten the whole family of man. - 
Nor ought we to leave our readers ignorant how near this conjunction of the on 
planets brings us, according to the ideas of the hindoos, to the annihilation of - 
i this globe itself. The greater part of these conjunctions of the planets, which, - 
according to them, render certain this awful event, will be combined on this sa 
i occasion. When all the planets shall assemble in the last sign, (Pisces,) on the } 
t last day of the week—of the moon—and of the solar year, then will ensue the or 
ii Muha-Pruluya, the destruction of all created beings, gods as well as men, who _ 
| will then lose all their individual existence, and be absorbed into the universal ther 
| spirit. Happily, it so falls out that about the beginning of April next, Rahoo will ne! 
. | keep at a distance from this assemblage of planets, that eight days will be wanting _ 
! to complete the solar year, and that instead of happening on Saturday, the last 7 
i] day of the week, this conjunction of the seven planets will happen on Friday; - 
\ which circumstances, in the opinion of the astrologers, now prevent the prema- hi 
it ture dissolution of the universe. According to them, however, the Kalee-Yogs he 
i] has, at the moment of writing this, four hundred twenty-seven thousand and m 
| eighty-eight years five months and twenty-two days yet to run; so that believing ” 
i in the transmigration of souls, as they so firmly do, they feel that unless some a 
re 


future conjunction of the heavenly bodies shall cut short this periad, they have 
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, kind of eternity to count upon before any alteration will take place in the 
present system of mundane affairs. The evil effect of this on their minds can be 
appreciated by all those who have ever realized the force of the apostle’s exhor- 
tation, “ But the end of all things is at hand; be ye therefore sober, and watch 
unto prayer.” 


i ee 


Anecdotes relative to the Transmigration of Souls. 


A misstonaRy in the upper provinces, happening, in a recent conversation with 
arespectable brahmun possessed of landed property in the district of Juya-poora, 
named Shree Krishna, to impugn the merit and efficacy of the offerings presented 
by the hindoos to the manes of their deceased ancestors, his hindoo friend brought 
forward the following anecdote, as a powerful proof of the doctrine of transmi- 
gration. As he, Shree Krishna, was one day riding on horseback to the town of 
Amber, about six miles from Juya-poora, accompanied by two servants and an- 
other hindoo, a person sent to invite guests to a wedding, named Bumbhoo, a snake 
suddenly darted on Bumbhoo and bit him in the back, upon which Shree-Krishna, 
after affixing three bandages to different parts of the body with the hope of arrest- 
ing the progress of the poison, conducted him to the house of a charmer of snakes. 
Bumbhoo was by this time faint and exhausted; but on the charmer’s whispering 
something in his ear he seemed to revive, and sitting up answered his interrogato- 
ries. It is not unusual for charmers and exorcists to pretend to discourse with 
transmigrated human souls. In this instance, the charmer professing to address 
himself to the serpent, asked him why he had bitten the man in so unprovoked a 
manner? The serpent, according to Shree-Krishna, replied through the patient, 
that he had only revenged himself for a gross injury sustained in his former birth. 
He, the serpent, had beena tumboolee, a vender of pawn, in his former life time, and 
Bumbhoo was a rajpoot; he had then seduced his wife, and was one day detected 
with her. In consequence of the detection his wife had advised this rajpoot, her 
seducer, to poison him, which he at length effected. The injured husband was in 
the next birth made to assume the form of a serpent, that of the identical serpent 
which had bitten Bumbhoo; her seducer, the rajpoot, having been transformed 
into this person, Bumbhoo. Frequently, since the change in their respective 
situations, had the enraged serpent attempted to destroy Bumbhoo ; but his wife, 
who had been transformed into a female serpent, had as constantly interposed, and 
sucked up the poison. But as the female serpent had been lately killed by some 
accident, the former husband had now full opportunity for revenge, and had 
therefore bitten Bumbhoo in the hope of destroying him. The charmer now, on 
the offer of large gifts, pretended to attempt appeasing the deceased Tumboolee 
in the form of the serpent, which by the bye was not present; but at length he 
said he could not prevail, as the implacable serpent would accept of no satisfaction. 
After still larger offers, the charmer making a pause, declared that the serpent, 
in consideration of his incessant entreaties, had agreed to spare Bumbhoo should 
he survive the hundredth fainting fit occasioned by the rankling operation of the 
poison. The conditions being deemed too severe, the charmer had recourse agajn 
toentreaty; and at length prevailed on the relenting serpent to abate ninety-five 
of these fainting fits. His clemency, however, was useless; for Bumbhoo sunk 
under the fifth, and expired. 
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Shree-Krishna, with the view of further confirming the doctrine of the trans. 
migration of souls, also added the following anecdote. 


The soul remanded back to life. 


Anovr seventeen years ago, a man in the service of Shree Krishna, nameq 
Moojec-rama, dying, his friends made the necessary preparations for. burning his 
body: but, by some accident, three hours had elapsed before they were ready 
with every article; during which time the body remained in the house, Having 
at length carried it to a convenient distance, they laid it down, and commenced 
the performance of the pinda-dan, or offering to the departed spirit. But no 
sooner was the ball of rice placed on the breast of the deceased, than he opened 
his eyes, turned on his side, and made an effort to rise, which, on their loosing 
the bandages on him, he accomplished to the astonisliment and terror of all the 
spectators. Without casting a look on his astonished friends, however, he has. 
tened home, and digging in the fire-place, where it seems he had deposited his 
savings during life, he took thence eleven rupees, proceeded to the house of a 
Kuttcree brahmun who lived near him, and offered him the money. The brahmun 
amazed inquired the reason of this extraordinary offer, when the newly-revived 
man told him, that on his departing this life four or five hours ago, he found 
himself in the form of a monkey, and that two men of gigantic stature having 
seized him, bored a hole through his paws, and passing a small cord through 
them, led him ‘o the palace of Yuma the king of death. Before he reached the 
presence of the judge, however, he was met by some of his officers whose duty 
it was to identify the souls of the departed, who informed him that he had been 
brought through mistake by the grisly messengers, as he had not yet fulfilled his 
days. They then directed him to be carried back to the earth, and reinstated in 
his former situation and possessions. When returning, he was met by Huree- 
Rama, an uncle who had been some time dead, and who demanded instant pay- 
ment of a debt owing to him by his nephew. Moojee-Ramah acknowledged the 
justice of the demand, but pleaded his utter inability to discharge it in his present 
situation. His uncle urged that he might borrow the sum from the overflowing 
treasury of Huree Kuttaree, a treasury filled in the other world by his unbounded 
liberality to brahmuns while on the earth, and refund the money to his son on his 
return to earth. The loan was accordingly obtained and the debt discharged, 
and on his revivification his first care of course was, to repay the sum to his son, 
which formed the occasion of his present visit. Shree-Krishna added, that he 
survived this event twelve years, and dying about five years ago, returned no 
more. 

It 1s impossible to reflect on these idle stories, so fully credited even by men of 
good sense among the Hindoos, without deploring the multiform absurdities and 
falsehoods propagated by the brahmuns to keep alive the flame of superstition, 
and connect their interest in this world with the eternal destinies of their infatu- 
ated worshippers. It is not difficult to trace the accordance of these deceptions, 
with those which arose from the corruption of Christianity in the darkest ages of 
popery. As these, however, disappeared before the light of truth which dawned 
on the christian world at the Reformation ; so the sacred volume will surely pour 
forth that light in India, which will completely chase away these monstrous del- 
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Revival in Bordenton. 


PDOMESTiIC INTELLIGENCE, REVIVALS, &&c. 


Revival of Religion in Bordenton, New-Jersey. 


SOME years since, the doctrines of the everlasting gospel were proclaimed 
in Bordenton in their purity. But for the space of nine years back the prince 
of darkness has swayed his sceptre there without molestation, except from 
occasional preaching. In June or July 1819, several students of the Baptist The- 
ological Institution in Philadelphia visited that place, endeavouring in the fear 
and strength of the Lord to erect the standard of the cross. A meeting was soon 
established, a respectable audience usually assembled, divine service was regu- 
larly observed three times on every Lord’s day, and a general attention to the 
word was excited. 

No visible appearance of reformation was witnessed until the latter part of 
August 1820, when a young lady about sixteen years of age became seriously 
alarmed under a sense of her lost condition; her impressions were deepened by 
meditation and the frequent preaching which she heard, till, under the guidance 
of the Spirit, she was conducted to the cross, where she obtained the pardon of 
her sins. Very soon after she had enjoyed a hope in Christ, she submitted to 
Christian baptism. The congregation continued remarkably attentive and solemn, 
and in the course of the fall and winter eight persons more were baptized, three 
males and five females, making the number nine. At the opening of this spring, 
1821, the excitement became so general, and the prospect of an increase of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom so cheering, that the nine baptized, together with eleven 
members from churches in the vicinity, were, on Saturday the 14th of April, 
solemnly constituted into a distinct church of Jesus Christ. The services com- 
menced at 3 o’clock in the afternoon. Dr. B. Allison delivered an appropriate 
discourse from Matth. xvi. 18.—‘* Upon this rock I will build my church.” After 
the constituting was accomplished, Dr. Wm. Staughton delivered an affectionate 
charge to the church from John xiii. 34. “ A new commandment I give unto you.” 
The Rev. James E. Welch made the prayer. The whole of the services were 
performed with all that solemnity which so highly interesting and important an 
occasion demanded. At 7 o0’c:ock in the evening service again commenced, when 
Dr. Staughton delivered a discourse preparatory to hearing the candidates, from 
Psalm Ixvi. 16.‘* Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he 
hath done for my soul” After sermon, an opportunity was afforded for those 
who desired it, to relate to the church their exercises. Eight persons came for- 
ward, and gave satisfactory evidence that they had been born from above, and 
that they wished to evince their attachment to the Lord Jesus Christ by obeying 
his sacred precepts. The congregation seemed to be deeply impréssed. 

It had been previously intimated, that it was the wish of the church that Mr. 
Samuel W. Lynd, one of the students of the Institution, should be ordained their 
pastor. This was performed the next morning. Dr. Staughton addressed a 
crowded and solemn assembly from Mark xvi. 20. “ They went forth, and preached 
every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs 
following. Amen.” After sermon the usual questions were proposed, and by the 
candidate very satisfactory answers were furnished, when hands were imposed by 

Drs. B. Allison and Wm. Staughton, and the Rev. James E. Welch, by the latter 
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of whom the ordination prayer was made, the Bible presented, and the right hand 
of fellowship given. Dr. B. Allison then gave an appropriate charge. 

At 1 o’clock in the afternoon, in the Delaware, the ordinance of baptism was 
administered. The congregation assembled at the water was large and serious, 
After singing a few verses, an animated address was delivered upon the subject 
of baptism. The Rev. Mr. S. W. Lynd then proceeded down into the water with 
the candidates succcessively. Every eye was fixed upon the solemn, the de. 
lightful scene, and the hearts of the people seemed affected. We cherish the 
hope that many serious and lasting impressions were made. It will doubtlesg 
prove a source of high satisfaction to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ, to hear 
that the bow of divine mercy is now extended over Bordenton. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Charles G. Sommers to the Cor. Sec. dated 


VERY DEAR SIR, Troy, 28th January, 1821, 


Suovtp you judge that the following brief sketch of a revival of religion in 
Pittstown would be interesting to the readers of the Luminary, you are at liberty 
to give it publicity. 

In February last 1 visited the above town, and was much grieved to find the 
baptist church reduced almost to a state of invisibility. By the particular request 
of some of the remaining members, I consented to preach for them on the first 
sabbath in April. This was the day appointed for the administration of the Lord’s 
supper, and although the audience was large, it was truly affecting to perceive 
a once flourishing and numerous church reduced to the primitive number of 
communicants. One pew contained the whole church. But the time to favour 
Zion, even the set time, had come. In the evening I preached to a large and 
solemn assembly, from Amos iv. 12. ‘‘ Prepare to meet thy God, Olsrael.” Never 
have I been so deeply impressed with a sense of the awful presence of Jehovah, 
nor have I ever beheld a more solemn audience. ‘The christian could say as did 
the awaking patriarch, ‘ How dreadful is this place! this is none other than the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” Agreeably to the wishes of the 
church, I visited them again on the first Lord’s day in May, when, to the aston- 
ishment and joy of the church, ten persons rose, and with much feeling related 
what God had done for their souls. Of these, eight were baptized, and in the 
presence of an overwhelming and weeping congregation, received into the fellow- 
ship of the baptist church. Oh! my dear brother, I never expect to enjoy a more 
happy day while I linger on these shores of mortality. To see our little company 
thus augmented, to witness the pious exultations of the children of God, to ob- 
serve the tears of penitential grief which glistened in the eyes of some, who but 
a few days ago were impious and unconcerned ; constrained me to exclaim, “ Bless 
the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless his holy name.” On the 
first sabbath in June, fifteen were added; and at every subsequent communion 
some have been received into fellowship. I have had the happiness to give the 
hand of fellowship to seventy-nine, and three were baptized by Rev. Francis 
Wayland from Saratoga Springs, making the number added to the church up to 
this date eighty-two. 
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During the reformation there has appeared nothing like enthusiasm; the most 
perfect order has characterized every public meeting, and the candidates have 
uniformly given a clear and scriptural account of their conversion. The work is 
still going on, and at some future period I may have it in my power to transmit a 
further account of the cause in Pittstown. 

Troy, although not distinguished by any remarkable indications of divine favour, 
continues to enjoy the presence of the Lord. Our public worship is well attended, 
and we are waiting for the latter rain. Oh! that God may cause the righteous- 
ness of Jerusalem to go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp 
that burneth; until the empire of Messiah shall extend beyond the ocean, and be 
established above the stars. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. H. Malcom to deacon J. Bradley, dated 


VERY DEAR BROTHER, Hudson, N. Y. March 12th, 1821. 

Some months ago, appearances among our church members began to brighten; 
some of the most stupid began to revive—to exhort the brethren in meetings—to 
wrestle with God in prayer for the salvation of souls. Gradually, from that time 
to this, the members have increased in ardour, the week meetings have become 
more crowded, and cases of awakening are regularly increasing. A month or two 
past, I instituted weekly meetings fur the anxious, and conversed with each: at 
first three were found, then nine, now forty. We removed the place of weekly 
meeting from the usual school-room to one very much larger, which yet cannot 
contain all the people. 

At Athens, a village on the opposite bank of the Hudson, God is evidently 
blessing a preached gospel. 


Aw esteemed friend has favoured us with the perusal of several letters which 
he received from a respectable gentleman in Hartford, which mention the happy 
continuance of the work of God in that place, and in other portions of Connecti- 
cut. The writer observes, that its influence “ amongst the people may be fitly 
eompared to the gentle wind moving across a large field of grain a little before 
harvest time, bending the fruitful produce one way. ‘Those who had long con- 
tinued in unbelief—universalists, lawyers, judges of courts, &c. are as soon on 
their knees at prayer-meetings as any others. I thank the Lord that he permits 
me to see so much of his salvation. Although nothing can be done without the 
Holy Spirit, yet much may be done by those who are under his influence, and 
who love their Master’s service. We have a remarkuble instance of the power of 
God displayed on an old man of 70, whose life liad been heretofore wasted in bold 
iniquity, and in the neglect of public worship. His views of his own sins, and 
of God and Christ, are remarkably changed. In some instances, it has appeared 
that this good work commenced more than a year since. Had christians been 
engaged in their duty by faith and works, they would have sooner discovered 
the signs of the present merciful visitation. We shouid remember our Lord’s 
Precept to his disciples, ‘ What I say unto you, I say unto all, Watch’ 
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*¢ On the 25th ult. more than twenty candidates received the ordinance of the 
New Testament in less than 17 minutes. Brethren led them to and from the 
administrator, which made the administration more easy. From this experiment, 
it appears that one administrator, in less time than twelve hours, the time men. 
tioned by our Saviour in which men ought to work, might baptize more than 
one thousand persons.” [ Christian Watchman. 
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Tue following crrcULAR LETTER exhibits so much good sense and 
christian feeling, that we take a pleasure in recommending it to 
the serious attention of our destitute churches, especially those in 


the country. 


The Elders and Messengers of the Vermont Baptist Association to the Churches 
whom they represent, send Christian salutation. 


DEAR BRETHREN— 


WERE all our annual circulars, for many years past, to pass in review be- 
fore you, they would be found to contain various subjects of importance. Those 
of recent date, have been fraught with much urgency for prayerful and liberal 
pecuniary exertions on domestic and foreign missionary concerns. Nor have 
you been solicited in vain. In common with other christians you have aroused 
from a state of apathy, and with them engaged in the work of evangelizing the 
nations, with a zeal in some degree worthy of the object to be obtained. 

We still exhort you to pursue this duty with increasing vigour, until you shall 
be called from the scene of your labours here below. We shall now request 
your attention to a subject, on which missionary affairs much depend, as well as 
the prosperity of the cause in our own land, which is the support of the ministry 
among yourselves. It is certainly a part of your faith that the preaching of the 
gospel has been ordained of God, and that this is his appointed way to carry on 
the work of the conviction and conversion of sinners, to build up churches in 
love and true holiness, to trim their lamps, to settle and confirm them in faith 
and sound doctrines ; to promote a regular discipline, to bring all the members 
to act in concert in the discharge of duty, to console them in the glimmering 
path of old age, and to administer spiritual light and consolation to them in an 
expiring hour. It follows of course, that there is no period in your pilgrimage, 
but you need this divine lamp, and all proper exertions ought to be used on 
your part, to leave it shining in your candlestick, when you shall exchange it for 
the full light of heaven above. By a recurrence to your former minutes, you 
will find that a great part of the churches in this association have rapidly ex- 
changed one set of ministers for another, or for a long course of privation. To 
examine the various causes of such revolutions would be to trespass on the 
proper bounds of this circular. But one very substantial cause has been, a fail- 





























Circular Letter. 349 


ure in giving your ministers a suitable support. In some instances we appre- 
hend the delinquency could not be avoided. In others no doubt it might have 
been. We presume, however, that none of our churches are so wealthy as to 
exclude the necessity of strict economy in the support of the gospel among 
them. To remedy the evil herein deprecated, as far as possible, we would sug- 
gest a few things. 

1. Let it be your decision, to maintain the ministry by equality, that one be 
not eased and another burthened. This is a plain dictate of the gospel, and no 
less of reason and our natural conceptions of right. 

2. If you obtain a minister whom you wish to continue in your service, if he 
is unable to procure for himself, then do the best in your power to provide him 
a permanent habitation. For it must greatly disconcert him and his family, and 
be ruinous to his effects, to be frequently changing his place of residence in the 
same parish, as is well known many are obliged to do. 

3, As ministers have not such advantage, to apply their talents to worldly 
economy, as some others have, it ought to be the duty of judicious brethren to 
consult with their pastor on the arrangements that will be most for his benefit. 
No doubt the concurrent exertions of a people might provide by their own con- 
tributions, some profitable piece of land for his use, and afford him aid in its 
tillage, the fruit of which might yield much to his support, and the expense be 
but trifling to the people. 

4. Some of our brethren in different parts of the country, of tender consciences, 
have been opposed to forming society with, or calling in the aid of the world to 
support the gospel ; but we think both to be proper and adviseable, not to dis- 
train and enforce collections by law, but to combine the pecuniary strength for 
the promotion of an object in which all ought to feel interested, and without 
which, but very few churches can be favoured with a regular ministry. 

5. Where churches in a reasonable distance of each other are unable sepa- 
rately to support the gospel, let two or more unite their strength for this pur- 
pose. It is strange that more has not been attempted in this way among our 
brethren. In a good cause a combination of strength is wise and politic, and 
often gives success to a bad one. 

6. Let not the riches of this world control your affections, that thereby you 
withhold from the Lord his due. Where a people possess the ability, they are 
in duty bound to give a minister a reasonable support that he may give himself 
wholly to the duties of his calling. The gospel minister is called a labourer, 
and the apostle says he is worthy of his reward. And before a church shall 
suffer the gospel to depart from them, they ought to do all to retain it, that a 
supreme love to it shall dictate. What has been offered, is with a view, if pos- 
sible, to give more stability to the ministry in our churches. And we feel con- 
fident, that improvements can and ought to be made, and that by a strict regard 
to the things above written, societies of but moderate strength may be favoured 
with a permanent ministry. The evil complained of is a serious one. On the 
dissolution of a union between a minister and his church, unpleasant feelings are 
often excited, On his part, he feels wounded and discouraged, and in some in- 
stances has to complain, that he has exhausted among them what little property 
he had ; contracts with him have not been fulfilled, and he is now sent empty 
away. On the other hand it not unfrequently causes divisions in the church, 
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and discouragements and vexation among those of the society ; they become jm. 
patient with the parsimony of professors, withdraw their aid, and declare they 
will do no more. The youth become disgusted, and lose their inclination for 
Sabbath worship, or seek it where it may be found, even among those of falge 
and dangerous sentiments. In our intercourse with society, as individuals, much 
is to be gained. One man profits by observing the management of his neighbour, 
And may not we as churches, and ought we not, to imitate some of our brethren 
aniong us of a different denomination, in their firmness and perseverance in Sup. 
porting the gospel among them? Do not they in many instances maintain the 
object, when we with greater pecuniary means, suffer the blessing to depart from 
us’? Dear brethren, when we consider how our churches have been deserted by 
many of our most useful brethren in the ministry, (who have no more place jn 
these parts) for want of more liberai support, our hearts are made sad. And if 
we do not exert ourselves in all proper ways to remedy the evil herein noticed, 
and to restore the waste places of God’s heritage, and to raise its ruined walls, 
we shall soon have to witness the affecting tragedy of the weeping captives of 
Jewry, when our captivity is inevitable, who set themselves down by the streams 
of Babylon, and wept when they remembered Zion. 


** THe author once heard a sermon which had for its text, ** Ye are tbe salt 
of the earth.” The preacher, a really good man, but wanting discretion, not 
contented with the simple application of a figure, instead of a genetal allusion 
to the powerfully penetrating and correcting nature of this mineral—istead of 
observing that salt was used in all the ancient sacrifices, indulged himself ina 
wide range, chemical and culinary, of all the properties of sajt, devoting a sepa- 
rate head to each quality. A long discussion on its antiseptic properties, its 
solution and neutralization, led to rather a luxurious exhibition of the relishes it 
commiunicstes to various viands. On the whole, the discourse seemed better 
adapted for an audience composed of the authors of the Pharmacopzia, or 4 
society of cooks, than for a plain, untechnical congregation.” Hannah More. 


_— 





“ Tux peace of the confirmed Christian lies not at the mercy of events. As, 
on the agitated ocean, storms and tempests never divert the faithful needle from 
its invariable object, so the distractions of the world shake not Ais confidence in 
Him that governs it.” Ii. 





At the close of Psalm 72d, a note occurs, which our translators have rendered, 
‘«‘ The prayers of David, the son of Jesse, are ended.” Does not the Septuagint, 
as rendered by Thomson, convey a clearer idea? “ An intermission of the Hymns 
of David, son of Jessai.”” Psalms bearing the name of David are found after 
the 72d, so that his prayers could scarcely be said to be ended—but an “‘inter- 
mission” obviously occurs. All the following Psalms, from the 72d to the 83d, 
being Psalms of Asaph, 

Sccu as swear in jest, will, without repentance, go to hell in earnest. 
Trappe. 
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Isaiah iii. 26.—** She, desolate, shall sit upon the ground.” Lamentations i. 1. 
“ How doth the city sit solitary that was full of people !” On the destruction of 
Jerusalem a medal was struck, exhibiting on one side the laurelled head of the 
emperor; on the obverse, a palm tree, at the foot of which a captive female sat 
weeping, with her head dejected, supported by her left hand, with the motto, 
Judea capta, Judea taken by force. Augustine observes (Serm. 204 de tempore) 
that at the passover, immediately preceding the overthrow of the city, three 
millions of Jews were present. Of these more than a million perished by the 
sword and by famine. One hundred thousand were led in triumph to Rome.— 
Such as make war with the Lamb may be assured the Lamb will overcome 
them. 








ORDINATIONS. 


REY. SAMUEL HUGGINS. 


ON Friday evening, the 23d of February, 1821, in the meeting house of the 
third Baptist church, Philadelphia, was set apart to the work of the ministry, by 
solemn ordination, Mr. Samue. Hucerns, member of said church. The services 
were opened by prayer by Rev. Ira Chase, after which the Rev. Mr. Griffin de- 
livered an animated discourse from 2 Corinthians ii. 16. ** And who is sufficient 
for these things?” Mr Chase proposed to the candidate the usual questions, 
and received replies that were pleasing und satisfactory. Rev Mr. Peckworth, 
pastor of the church, offered the ordination prayer while hands were imposed, and 
afterwards, with an affectionate exhortation, presented the bible. The charge 
was delivered by the Rev. Dr. Staughton, from 2 Timothy iv. 5. “ Do the work 
ofan evangelist” The assembly was large, and the services impressive. The 
light of the countenance of the King in Zion appeared to fill the place. 


REV. JONATHAN D. PRICE, M.D. 


Ow Tuesday evening, the 20th of March, 1821, in the meeting house of the 
Sansom-street Baptist church, Jonatuan D. Price, M. D. was solemnly ordained 
to the work of an evangelist. The services were opened by prayer and sermon 
by the Rev. Thomas Griffin, from Isaiah ix. 7. ‘Of the increase of his govern- 
ment and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice, from 
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” 
The usual questions on the occasion were proposed by Dr. Staughton, to which 
very satisfactory answers were given by tle candidate. The Rev Dr. Allison 
offered the ordination prayer, and presented the bible and right hand of fellow- 
ship. Pr. Staughton followed with an affectionate and interesting charge. from 
Revelations ii. 10. “ Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown 
of life?’ The whole of the services were solemn and appropriate. Dr. Price 
has studied medicine under the patronage of the Baptist Board of Managers, and 
is Waiting for a means of conveyance to Rangoon 
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OBITUARY. 


—— —— -- -- 


MR. WILLIAM SALISBURY, 


Or Phelps, Ontario county, state of New York, was born at Boston, in the year 
1732. He departed this life on Sunday evening, January 20th, 1821. He hag 
been a member of a Baptist church for many years. In the revolutionary war he 
was commander of Castle William, near Boston, now called Fort Independence, 
and was an intimate friend of the patriots Adams and Hancock. He was after. 
wards made state commissary. His various appointments he filled with honour 
to himself, and he enjoyed the approbation of his fellow-citizens. His death oc. 
curred very suddenly. He had eaten his supper with as much appetite as usual, 
about two hours before his dissolution. A near relative, turning to his chair, saw 
him breathing his last. He died without a groan, and it is hoped has departed 
to those blessed regions where sin and affliction are known no more. He has left 
behind him 7 children, 50 grand children, and 57 great grand children. May the 
death of their veucrabie sire be sanctified to all his posterity. 


MRS. MARY F. BRYCE, 


Tue wife of elder John Bryce, late pastor of the Baptist church in the city of 
Richmond, Va. was the daughter of doctor John M. Daniel, late surgeon-general 
to the United States army in the western department. It was the will of God te 
remove by death both the parents of this lady before she had reached her twen. 
tienth year. But the excellencies of her character, and her obliging disposition, 
gained her many friends among her acquaintances and relations. At the age of 
twenty-one it pleased God to bring her to an experimental knowledge of himself, 
when she was baptized and joined the Baptist church in Richmond, Virginia, in 
May, 1816. From this time she was enabled, through grace, to persevere in au 
humble and steady course of obedience in the commands of the Lord, for whom 
she may be said to have left all—for she turned her back upon the world, and set 
her face as a flint Zion-ward. She was actively engaged in doing good, and in 
promoting the cause of her Master. She was a member of the Richmond Female 
Baptist Missionary Society, a teacher of the Sunday school from its first com- 
mencement in Richmond, and also a founder of a Sunday school in Stafford 
county, Virginia, where she went on a visit for some months in 1819. It was 
one of her usual customs, to visit the poor, sick and afflicted, and administer 
comforts and consolation to them, for which she was well qualified; possessing 
as she did good sense and judgment and great sensibility; and was. so well ac- 
quainted with the Scriptures, as to be able on every occasion to point the affiict- 
ed in body or mind to each precious promise, suitable to every case. Mrs. 
Bryce, though a woman of superior understanding and well informed mind, was 
modest, retiring and unassuming. She ever esteemed others better than herself, 
sat meekly at the feet of her Saviour to learn, in order to do his will, unincum- 
bered by the vanities which too many in youth particularly are careful about, 
choosing rather that good part which she was well assured was incorruptible 
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growing attachment to the house of God and to the sacred volume, with surprise 
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and never-fading. The Scripture in her case was verified, ‘‘ He that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted :’’ for while she was willing ever to take the lowest 
place, she was exalted with a place of high esteem in the hearts of her brethren 
and sisters of the church to which she counted it her happiness and privilege to 
be united. 

In November, 1819, she was married to elder John Bryce, the pastor of the 
church. But it was the good pleasure of the All-wise to take her to himself on 
the 16th of October, 1820. She died after a short illness at the house of a rela- 
tion in Orange county, Virginia, where she had gone with her husband on a visit. 
Thus was this lovely plant, ere the meridian sun had shone upon it, removed by 
the unerring hand of the gracious Husbandman from these low grounds, where 
briers anid thorns annoy, to a more kindly soil, a far more genial climate, tc 
fourish and bloom in eternal spring. 


“ The soul of origin divine, 
God’s glorious image, freed from clay, 
In Heaven’s eternal sphere shall shine 
A star of day. 


Her bereaved friends weep for themselves, not for her ; having the best conso- 
lation, that of a good hope that she now sees her Saviour’s face, is like him, and 
is satisfied in the full fruition: for they saw in her the distinguishing marks of 
those who are pronounced blessed of God. Though this sketch of Mrs. Bryce’s 
short earthly course is the tribute of a friend intimately and warmly atiached, 
it contains nothing more than is strictly just, and the fear of incurring suspicion 
of high strained eulogium, withholds a detail of the virtues of this amiable fe- 
male, and truly devoted christian. Such eminent piety it is thought should not 
be passed unnoticed. The lovely example should be held up to the youthful 
part of society—to teach them the blessedness of living so as to be loved and 
respected, and to be ready like her at a short notice to die, and stand hefore God 
in the righteousness of the Saviour.—** Be ye also ready, for ye know not when 
the Master of the house cometh.’’ 


wR + Gre 


MRS. ANN LOCKYER, 


Was born in the year 1778, at New-Castle, in Delaware. She was the daughter 
of Richard and Rebecca M‘William. So early as in her eighth year she was 
called to sustain the loss of her tender, judicicus and virtuous father. Her mo- 
ther has survived, to drop the tear of bitterness over her daughter’s corse. Fler 
early life appears to have been marked with nothing involving unusual interest. 
The follies of youth were cherished, with great vivacity of temper, aud thoughts 
of eternal things scarcely entered her bosom. 

About the age of 21, she became the wile of captain George Lockyer. Her 
gaiety of disposition gradually subsided under the influence of an improved un- 
derstanding and a conscientious adherence to the duties of domestic life. The 
union she had formed was to herself and to her husband tender and affectionate, 
and served to smooth the roughnesses of the path of life. A few years ago she 
became solemnly concerned for her immortal interest. Her husband saw her 
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and pleasure. She, indeed, frankly communicated to him the exercises of her 
heart, and having obtained a lively hope in the Saviour, after a serious investiga. 
tion of the New Testament, she submitted to baptism, in the river Delaware, and 
afterwards became united to the Baptist church in Wilmington. 

About four years ag», removing to this city, she became, by letter, a member 
of the church in Sansom-street. To those who knew her, nothing need be said 
of the loveliness of her natural temper, her zeal for the worship of her God, and 
the exemplary manner in which she fulfilied her duty in all the various relations 
of life. Her conversation was truly as becometh the gospel of Christ. 

In the course of last December she took a heavy cold, while visiting a sick 
friend, and soon after increased it while attending the funeral of a venerated 
acquaintance. Her physicians soon perceived that the arrow of pulmonary 
consumption had entered, and from the first their hopes of her recovery were 
gloomy and cheerless—all were alarmed, but herself. 

In the early part of July last, her husband returned from a sea voyage. He 
soon discovered enough in her symptoms to convince him that the powers of 
medicine could avail but little. It was recommended that she should try the 
influence of country air. Accordingly herself and family removed to Bordenton, 
where they spent the summer and part of the autumn.) season. It was now her 
christian graces began to shine forth. Resignation to the will of her heavenly 
Father seemed to have taken possession of her bosom,—often she would say, “0 
Lord, thy will be done !” She often expressed her gratitude to God, that he had 
taught her heart to repent of its offences, while she was yet inhealth. A death. 
bed repentance seemed awful to her mind. ‘ Yes—yes, my husband,” exclaimed 
she, one day, ** thanks to a merciful God, who brought me, years ago, to the 
knowledge of himself, and taught me the necessity of living near to him. Allis 
now sweet peace within. I have an humble trust, through the precious atone. 
ment of Jesus, that when I leave you my soul will rest in the bosom of my deat 
Saviour.” Her spirits were not once dejected—on the contrary she was ofter 


heard singing the lines : 


“‘ Thy mercy, my God, is the theme of my song, 
The joy of my heart, and the boast of my tongue ; 
Thy free-grace alone, from the first to the last, 
_Has won my affections, and bound my soul fast.”’ 


Prayer was her delight. The visits of pious friends were always welcomed, 
that she might derive benefit from their conversation and experience, assistance 
in her supplications and praises. She recollected with pleasure the profession 
she had made of the Saviour’s name, and was particularly pleased with the 
Hymn, 

Am 1 a soldier of the cross, 
A follower of the Lamb? 

And shall t fear to own his cause, 
Or blush to speak his name? &c. 


She would often say— 


Asham’'d of Christ! my soul, disdain 
The mean, ungenerous thought ! 
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The favourite stanza which her dear weeping friends often heard her sing, on 
her death-bed, with a voice, exhibiting at once the firmness of faith and the 
tremulous influence of disease, was, 


Lord, submissive make us go, 
Gladly leaving all below ; 
Only thou our leader be, 
And we still will follow thee. 


Her steady consolation continued until the evening of the 2ist of November 
last, when, at the age of 42 years, 


— she reach’d the shore, 





Where tempests never beat, nor billows roar. 








POETRY. 


-_ 
we 


A FABLE, 


Founded on a fact which occurred in the River Delaware, February 27, 1821, when the motion of the 
Steam-boat was impeded by an Indian corn-husk, which found its way into the induction-pipe. 


A BoaT, as proud as boat could be, 

Fit for a river, or the sea, 

Now blaz’d within with furious flame, 
Now pour’d in air th’ impatient steam ; 
Loos’d from the wharf, she freedom feels, 
And whirls around her vary wheels : 
Full in the stream, she pompous cries, 
“On me see fix’d a thousand eyes, 
Volumes of smoke I fling behind, 
Despise the surge, and dare the wind. 
Avaunt, ye schooners, brigs and ships, 
Leave me to my majestic trips! 

Go, wait for tides, invoke the breeze ! 
Stexm-boats despise such aids as these! 
The sun scarce travels through the sky, 
Surpris’d at such a power as I: 

While ev ry Nereida of the stream, 

Is wondering whence or why | came.” 


A husk of corn, late thrown away, 

No more in summer verdure gay ; 
Mounting the stream, with serious float, 
O’erheard the ostentatious boat. 

*€ Vain, heated, vapouring thing,” she cried, 
** 4 wither’d husk shall check thy pride: 

“ For chastisement I see thee ripe.” 

Then enter’d the induction-pipe. 
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The boat, as conscious of her sin, 
Mourns the calamity within ; 

Flashes around the useless steam ; 
Her levers rest their ponderous beam ; 
Powerless and faint herself she sees, 
Moving where winds and water please 


MORAL. 


Boast not of shape, or manly soul, 
A trifle can derange the whole; 
Humbly confess a Saviour’s sway, 
And calmly trace thy destin’d way. 


THE CHRISTIAN MARINER. 


Some years since a very popular piece was sung on the ocean, called, “ Heaving the Lead ;” the 
following lines were composed to the same measure, and are becoming popular among converted 
sailors in England. 


Wuen for eternal worlds I steer, 

And seas are calm, and skies are clear, 

When Faith, in lively exercise, 

The distant bills of Canaan spies, 

The Soul, exulting, claps her wings, 

And her long wished for sonnet sings, 
Vain worlds, adieu. 


With cheerful hope her eyes explore, 
Each landmark on her native shore! 


The Tree of Life—the crystal stream ; > 


The golden streets—the pastures green ; 
Again with joy she claps her wings, 
And loud her lovely sonnet sings, 

Vain worlds, adieu. 


The nearer still she draws to land, 
The more her eager powers expand ! 
With steady helm and well-bent sail, 
Her anchor drops within the veil. 
Exulting, now, she claps her wings, 
And a celestial sonnet sings, 

Glory to God 


Dear Jesus, fire my soul with love, 
And make me pant for joys above! 
May earth grow dim and disappear, 
And Heav’n, with all its charms draw near : 
Then, fill’d with bliss, I’ll burst the chains, 
And sing in most ecstatic strains, 

Glory for ever ' 












































